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PREFACE 


The nature has judiciously planned the creation of 
Man and woman with biological differences so that each 
can complement the other. It is well known that 
without either of them procreation will come to a 
standstill. But why then in certain communities the 
GIRL CHILD the tomorrow’s woman is not allowed to 
peep into the world?? 


History speaks of infanticide occurring in remote 
past of the 18th and 19th century wherein the Britishers 
and reformers in India were forced to bring in legislation 
banning the gruesome practice of female infanticide. 


Is the mediaeval age reverting back ? Have only 
technological strides been made yet the barbaric 
tendencies of man remains to be the same? Are the 
heinous crimes once again emerging with its ugly 
manifestations? 


Perhaps , the cruel practices of female infanticide 
had not died and have been carrying on and with wide 
range focus in media , it striked its resurgence. 


Certain pockets of Tamil Nadu have been identified 
as the endemic zones of female infanticide. Yet the 
imbalance in the sex-ratio in general and with specific 
reference to few pockets in Rajasthan, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana speaks in 
volumes that definitely the population must have either 
embarked on extermination of girl child or atleast must 
be resorting to female foeticide. 


It cannot be dismissed that the practice of female 
infanticide is only pertinent to the illiterate and poverty 
ridden masses. Unfortunately, even the well to do and 
educated strata of society is being more sly on 
committing female foeticide much before it could enter 
the world. 


At the end of their journey of cosy stay at mother’s 
womb. Babies enter the world with abject fear and 
inhibition to the new surroundings. Even before they 
can realise and acclimatise to the new atmosphere. Girl 
babies are exterminated with cruel and gruesome methods 
of killing. With this appalling practice where can a line 
be drawn between human beings and beasts? The later 
are more caring and protective towards their siblings than 
the greedy self-centered human beings. 
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Why is it that daughters are unwanted and sons 
craved for? The cultural values expressed through myths 
and legends rationalise the preference and inturn inflate 
the male child’s ego and deflate the girl child and make 
her believe that she is adorned with lower status. 


Whatever reasons attributed towards the assumed 
high costs in rearing the daughters - Has this trend been 
created by the daughters themselves ? Are they 
prepared to murder young lives to cope with rituals and 
societal customs ? Why are people reluctant to shed the 
baneful societal customs? 


Is it not an excuse and escapist attitude in squarely 
putting the blame on the SOCIAL SYSTEM? But why 
do people fail to understand the intricate fabric of 
society constitutes one and all ? Why self initiative to 
tackle the problem is lost ? Is extermination of girl child 
the only coping mechanism? 


No reason whatsoever stated could justify in taking 
away the life of new-born deliberately. Every right 
thinking conscience citizen would keep them away from 
such inhumane practices. 


When one case of Sati could create ripples all over 
and bring in fresh legislation. Why is the constitution 
silent on the unending murders of the blossoming buds? 


The various interventions, legislations and 
administrative initiatives on one side can only check to 
an extent that the obnoxious practice of female 
infanticide donot recur. 


It is basically the attitude to the girl child which is 
at fallacy. The false social attitudes and false build up 
of the society are the foundations for the negative image 
build-up of the girl children. The utmost important 
attitudinal change towards girl children should come from 
within ourselves. Nature is always equated as feminine - 
Let us not tamper with nature. Let the nature live and 
allow the girl child to blossom 
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AN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


The gruesome act of exterminating the girl babies is 
not a phenomenon of 20th century. But history dates 
back to the existence of the problem of female 
infanticide even in the 18th and 19th century. Infact 
when the East India company embarked in India and 
found that especially in the Rajput ,Thakur , the Jats 
and Mewats in Western and Central India and Uttar 
Pradesh. and among the Jharija (Jadeja) Rajputs 
communities the girl babies were being killed, they felt 
that a legislation to ban the gruesome practice must be 
enacted. But it was found that this problem was more 
in existence in the North West Frontier of India . 


The difficulties in getting the girls married were the 
reasons quoted for the gruesome act. 


The Bengal Regulation XXI of 1795 and Regulation 
VI of 1802 declared the practioners of female 
infanticide as murderers. The later enactment is known 
as the ACT VIII of 1870 and popularly known as 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE ACT. © 


The enactment of the act was not .seen. as 
repressive measure by the native population . Since 
they too found that this practice had no religious 
sanction even in the Hindu religion. The opinions are 
supported from the verse taken by the shastras: / 


TO kill one Brahmin is equal to one hundred cows 
To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brahmins 
To kill one child is equal to one hundred women 


To kill one hundred children is an offence too 
heinous for comparison 


But the Act was actively enforced from 1876 to 
1906 and slowly it was buried. Even though strict 
administrative measures were taken like maintenance of 
birth and death registers, reporting of sickness of girl 
children below 6 years, if the pregnant women left the 
village or entered the village, if girl children died below 
six years old. 


But as such it was beyond the purview of the 
administration as to what is happening within the close 
confines of the home. Though administration was able 
to inflict a fear psychosis among the families which 
generally committed female infanticide, but in reality 
much inroads could not be made with the legislation and 
even the strict administrative measures. 


PART - I 


CASE STUDIES ON FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE AND REASONS 
| ATTRIBUTED 
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CHAPTER | 


INTRODUCTION TO THE ANALYTICAL 
STUDY OF FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


The practice of female infanticide is on the rise. 
The manner in which it is taking place, there is every 
chance of it assuming alarming propositions and create 
severe and serious imbalance in the sex-ratio. This 
would again lead to problems of newer dimensions. 


Dharmapuri district in Tamil Nadu has been 
identified as one of the very volatile regions for female 
infanticide. Though it didnot comeunder public purview. 
The NGO Alternative For India Development (AID) had 
been working in the area from 1987. Through the 
maintenance of the health records of its health project. 
It had come to its purview that number of female babies 
born and registered had mysteriously been dying within 
a week . 


This alarming trend and keeping in view of all the 
boomeranging effects, to awaken the human community 
to disassociate with such ghastly crime. To delve deep 
into the problems associated with female infanticide, a 
research study was embarked upon. 


For the purpose of the study Pappireddipatti in 
block in Dharmapuri district wherein the NGO (A.I.D) is 
already working and Omalur block in Salem district of 
Tamil Nadu which represents the lowest sex ratio of 894 
per 1000 females have been chosen. 


Two pronged approach has been adopted for the 
study: 


* Structured questionnaire 
* Interview guide /interactions and case study 
preparations 


The structured questionnaire was adopted mainly to 
gather opinion poll of the different cross sections of the 
communities namely, Government officials including 
TINIP/PHC, teachers, parents, neighbours who were 
witness to the killings, village heads and community 
heads. 


This was done mainly to assess the ingraining of 
the depth of the problem in the community as such and 
to ascertain whether it had community acceptance among 
the various cross sections of the society. The later 
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method was adopted to get in-depth insight into the 
problem and feel the pulse of the people. 


The subject being very sensitive and personal, 
naturally several difficulties were encountered in 
compiling the study. Moreso, to get the information to 
derive upon case studies of the families which actually 
involved in committing female infanticide. In both the 
areas, it was found that indirect approach and questions > 
posed in indirect manner, it was able to elicit 
information. 


To assess the genuinity beyond the facts and 
incidence several cross references and in few cases the 
TINIP data were also used. The structured questionnaire 
was used more as opinion poll on female infanticide 
from different sections of the society. 
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CHAPTER II 


GIRL BABIES OR GRAVEYARD 
BABIES?? 


The girl babies mysteriously disappear or die within 
one week of its birth in certain pockets of Dharmapuri 
and Salem districts in Tamil Nadu. And ironically, only 
female babies have been dying except in rare cases when 
male child dies which mostly would be natural causes. 


As soon as mother delivers the first question posed 
is it a girl or a boy ? Even the mother’s status of 
health after delivery is not posed as if it is not important 
or women are created only for procreation. Once it Is 
found that a girl child has been born, if it is first girl 
child, she is allowed to survive. Otherwise the 
preparations which were made for the delivery of the 
child, further continues, now in the form of last rites of 
the girl child. 


According to the community , the girl child requires 
nurturement, protection , education, marriage and allied 
expenses. All these require enormous expenditure. If 
unable to meet the demands of the dowry, then the girl 
has to remain unmarried and would be blot to the 
society. Instead of undergoing all these turmoils, they 
feel it would be better to kill the girl child immediately 
after birth than to repent later with all the associated 
problems. 


In this chapter, we are presenting 18 case studies 
out of the 118 case histories collected on female 
infanticide. Several cases were reflecting the same 
causes and sentiments for killing their girl children. Out 
of these 18 cases which were analysed on different 
causes have been brought out here. The cases which 
were felt are on similar pattern have been restricted to 
One in each category. Thus each case presents different 
dimensions towards female infanticide. On the whole it 
could be summarised as follows: 


* In anticipation of boy children, any number of girl 
children born are eliminated. 


* If the astrologer predicts the girl will bring forth 
doom to the family, the girl child is summarily 
rejected. 


* Mostly only the first girl child is allowed to 
survive. The girls born thereafter meet watery 
grave. 
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* There is also common belief in few communities 
that girl children are born only to usurp the natal 
family property. 

* If parents are in debt means again a death trap for 
the girl child. | 

* In few communities, there is also community 
pressure to do away girl children if more than one 
girl child exists. 

* 


Parents who have desired number of male and 
female children. They have decided to put an end 
to further creation of progeny. But yet have false 
notions against family planning. 


A 


It was also found that in these regions a new 
pattern towards delivery is beimg adopted. During earlier 
days, the delivery was catered to in the natal family (1st 
delivery) and subsequent deliveries were carried out in 
the husband’s family. Now-a-days in these regions 
without these two options, the delivery is being carried 
out in unknown destination. 


This will facilitate for extermination of the girl child 
easily. Only if it is a boy child, the mother and child 
duo returns to the village amidst celebrations and joy. 
Otherwise , it 1s informed to the community either the 
baby was a still born baby, premature delivery, 
complicated delivery and subsequently baby died. 


Only after coaxing, persuasion and assurance that 
their names and details will not be revealed to press , 
we were able to make them to take us into confidence. 


For sake of confidentiality and protecting the 
identity of the persons, the names and villages have been 
changed or interchanged. We are only sharing their 
experiences, expectations with changed names, addresses 
and villages. 


All these cases have been true case studies. Some 
case studies are of recent origin wherein female 
infanticide took place even while the survey was going 
on in the final stages during November / December 
1994. 


1) GIRLS - ELIMINATED LIKE WEEDS - TO 
ENSURE GOOD CROP - BOYS 


The Vanniar community couple Kanaka and 
Singaram are having | acre of wet agricultural land and 
to supplement their income they also take up agricultural 
labour in other turms. This couple is firmly determined 
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that they will have only one girl child and one boy 
child. ‘We have a girl child. To nurture her and 
get her married itself would be a herculean task for 
us. Moreover we would be subjected to humiliation 
within our community if have more girl children”. 


Now they are eagerly waiting for the arrival of boy 
child. In their eagerness for boy in-between any number 
of girl children would be killed. This practice is like to 
get good crop in the field, all the weeds are eliminated. 
Here the boys are compared to the good crops and girls 
are eliminated asthough the weeds are plucked out in 
the field. 


Incidentally their second girl child died and the 
reasons they attribute for the same are, “The child right 
from the moment of its birth was unable to breathe, 
it was a case of blocked wind pipe, and due to 
breathlessness it died within an hour of its birth. 
The birth had taken place in the home and there 
was no question of medical treatment within such a 
short span.” 


For the reasons mentioned above, any number of 
girl children born to them would be exterminated in all 
possible manners and various reasons would be attributed 
towards the causes of its death. Let us hope that they 
would beget a boy child immediately, so that the future 
girl children lives would be spared with and they would 
not be created at all !! 


2) SINS ARE PARDONED AND OMISSION ARE 
ACCEPTED 


Latha and Balraj who are both fairly well educated 
and belong to a wealthy family. According to them more 
than one girl child is unwanted to the family. “Girl 
children means expenditure and also have to always 
face insecurity and as such a burden to the family 
and society.” These are the feelings deep rooted in 
the couple They feel, “More girls means lowering 
our status in the society and we would be called 
“Pottapayan” (“‘Pottapayan” is the tamil word used 
to denote a male who posses more female children)” 


This couple has only one surviving daughter. The 
rest three girl children have been killed. They are 
frustrated at the first instance that all issues are female, 
secondly the societal pressure and thirdly no male heirs 
to carry on the family lineage. Once when you are 
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convinced of killing the girl children, probably it would 
not make difference whether you kill 3 or 300. 


The last child died they say, "it was not able to 
digest the mother’s milk. The child was given 
treatment for the same. But on the fourth day, the 
child was not able to take any milk, it started 
vomiting and died within two hours ". 


But for the earlier two girls also they have different 
versions of story to narrate. But it seems they are not 
remorseful at the sad events. The community pressure 
and their own determination to do away with girl 
children have won over them rather than emotions. 
Will they ever be punished for their deeds or are these 
deeds, sins without punishments ? 


3) CONFIRMING ASTROLOGERS PREDICTION 
BOTH GIRL CHILDREN DIED !?! 


Mariaithal and Chinnasamy belong to Vellalar 
Gounder community. The community permits maximum 
of one girl child. The reasons beyond the female bias 
they quote as , "at the time of marriage, expenses 
would lead to atleast 5 - 10 lakhs of rupees. But at 
the same time, if a son is born , we could expect the 
income to come through at the time of marriage " 


This couple is financially sound with 10 acres of 
wet land, 20 cows, buildings leased out for rent on 
commercial basis. Even according to their community 
norms also to perform the marriage of their daughters 
they have enough to cater to 5 to 6 daughters. But yet 
they prefer to have by choice only one daughter. 


Their eldest: daughter 1s) ¢iveigears, old. The 
second girl child died due to pre-mature delivery. Now 
the third girl child, they say died due to "suffocation 
and choking of the mother’s milk". This child died 
within 3 days of its birth. 


Further this community gives lot of importance to 
astrologer and his futuristic predictions. They also say 
"the astrologer had predicted for both the girls that 
they had ''Kuraintha Ayusu (lessened life span)" and 
hence according to his predictions both girls died". 
Here the truth is the girl children both the second and 
the third girl child have been killed. To substantiate the 
killings, various reasons are given. 


It should not surprise us if the fourth and fifth also 
happen to be girl children, they would not hesitate to kill 
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them. This process of extermination of girl child will 
continue till a boy child is born. 


4) IF IN ABUNDANCE BE CHOOSY HAVE ONE 
GIRL CHILD !?! 


Ramay! and Subramani are Vanniars and their 
occupation is agricultural labour and apart from this 
Subramani also plays the role of "broker" in selling 
the cows. Subramani is a male chauvinist and egoistic. 
He prefers , his wife should follow to the dot the orders 
he passes on. Naturally, his conception about girl 
children are also very low. 


He says , "I am only following the society’s 
footsteps in eliminating the girl children. Having 
the choice of the children is like choosing the 
commodity if it is abundance (Here in abundance, he 
means the girl children) ". 


The couple is having two sons and third a 
surviving daughter. Recently a fourth child was born as 
daughter. Naturally it is unwanted. But he narrates, 
"The child was alive at the time of birth, but never 
cried and within one hour it died. It is better it 
died rather than leading a remorseful life". During 
the whole discussion, he never allowed his wife Ramay1 
to even utter a single word. But, we could watch her 
wiping tears when he was narrating about the death of 
this fourth child. 


5) SONS IN LARGE NUMBER TO FULFIL 
DESIRES AND ONLY ONE DAUGHTER FOR 
BEAUTY 


The Vellalar Gounder couple Selvi and Sitthan’s 
third child and incidentally female child died recently. 
The eldest is daughter and second child is a boy. But 
it seems they prefer to have atleast one more son. 
Sitthan has completed his graduation in Economics and 
Selvi was married immediately after she completed her 
school finals. 


They say, "while the child was being given bath, 
suddenly the child swooned with fits and died 
immediately". The child was ten days old. Financially 
the couple is well settled with agricultural lands, coconut 
groves and grocery shop. The couple in unison say , 
"for beauty of the house one daughter is enough but 
to fulfil our various desires we need more number of 


sons ". Cannot one understand their inner motives ? 


12 Girl Child Born to Die in Killing Fields? 


Do you think the third child died a natural death? 
Incidentally the mother had been given the doses of TT 
while she was pregnant. 


6) A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION FOR THE 
THIRD GIRL CHILD !?! 


What are the reasons attributed for the death of the 
one year old girl child of Jyothi and Murugesan ? The 
couple is already having a 6 years old girl and 3 year 
old boy. The third child died . The mother narrates, 
"I was washing the clothes and the child was playing 
in the vicinity and fell into the tank . Since I was 
immersed in slashing the clothes, due to its sound, I 
could not hear the child wailing in the tank’. 


Actually the reasons for the death of the child are 
different. As per the community norms of Vellalr 
Gounder, the horoscope of the child was cast. But the 
timing of the birth were not noted properly and hence 
the astrologer advised the couple to wait for some more 
time. He predicted the girl would not bring forth any 
new fortune to the family. Further he predicted the girl 
is having "Jala Gandam" (danger awaits her in the 
form of water). 


In fact it was also told by the neighbours that the 
couple was under constant pressure from the community 
heads and were repeatedly asked why they have spared 
the third child even though it was a girl. 


It is unfortunate that the child was allowed to 
celebrate the Ist year birthday only to meet her watery 
grave within couple of days. 


This case illustration depicts the staunch belief in 
astrology and the pressures which are exerted from 
within the community to do away with the girl children. 


7) THE CHILD ALLOWED TO BLEED TO 
DEATH WITHOUT TYING UMBILICAL CORD 


Ramachandran and Chinnaponnu belong to Vanniar 
community. Ramachandran is also the village head and 
active in the community politics. Incidentally they have 
a political party affiliation based on the community. He 
is widely respected in the village with fairly good 
educational background. Chinnaponnu has studied upto 
9th standard and as such feels her husband would also 
speak on her behalf and it is not necessary to talk to 


the outsiders. 
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Their first girl child is 2 years old. The second 
girl child born to them around 2 months back died. It 
seems Chinnaponnu had gone to market for some 
purchase during her terminal stage of pregnancy and fell 
down unconscious on the way. In the same stage she 
was brought back home and labour pains started. When 
the umbilical cord of the child was cut, it died 
immediately. Actually, there is also a practice of letting 
the child to bleed without tying the umbilical cord which 
leads to its death. 


8) STARVATION DEATH OF INFANT BABY GIRL 


The second girl child of Subbammal and Thangaraj 
died due to starvation . Infact Subbammal had 
undergone cesarean to deliver the baby. But she says, 
"due to the extensive pain, I was not able to feed 
the child ,continuously". The fact that the mother and 
child were healthy and discharged from hospital after 10 
days time. The sutures were removed. But within two 
days after coming back home the child died. 


But requesting anonymity the hospital authorities 
say, "there should be no reason for the death of the 
child, other than the parents resorting to killing it”. 
They also expressed, "the mother was not co-operating 
in feeding the child throughout her stay in the 
hospital . We had to resort to bottle-feeding". They 
feel , "she should have abstained from completely 
feeding the child at home and the child should have 
died due to starvation " 


But the parents claim that the child died a natural 
death and it is not true that they killed the child. But 
the facts speak for themselves. The child was quietly 
buried away even without informing their own relatives. 


9) FEARING SAFETY OF GIRL CHILD THEY 
PREFER TO KILL 


Mallika and Ganesh belong to Scheduled caste and 
both are leading a very pathetic hand to mouth 
existence. Inspite of both labouring they are not able to 
manage to feed the two surviving boy children. In these 
circumstances a third child that too a girl child was 
born. But even the neighbours were not aware about 
the birth and succeeding death of the child. Everything 
was done with precision . 


Actually the girl child was born and parents were 
determined to kill the child. Therefore immediately after 
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birth they had administered milk of colatropis. The child 
died within one hour. This happened in the night time. 


But the couple could not muster courage to bury 
the child without the community participation. Therefore 
in the morning it was declared that the child was born 
dead in the night. The Dai who attended the delivery 
gave the narration of the story. 


For the couple even though they donot have even 
one girl child, the reason for killing being, they donot 
fear the dowry as a problem. But moreso protecting 
the girl child will prove to be a problem. For the sake 
of the girl child, the mother may be forced to give up 
her work. In these circumstances , they prefer not to 
have a girl child. 


10) FEMALE CHILD LEADS TO USURPING OF 


NATAL PROPERTY !?! 


What is the benefit of a wealthy couple owning all 
the materialistic things but poor at their heart ? 
Murugan and Nithya hail from wealthy Vanniar family 
with fairly good educational background. But yet, their 
thoughts are infested with negative images of girl 
children. An chat with them on the status of girl 
children enlists no sympathy for the child but they are 
biased against the girl child . 


According to them, "girl children are born only to 
usurp the natal property". They have an girl child who 
is 6 years old and attending the school. In these 
circumstances, can the second girl child born to them 
expected to survive. As expected by the neighbourhood 
the second child was killed and the reasons they attribute 
for the killing as, the child developed red patches all 
over the body. Since "we heard, in the neighbouring 
village, an indigenous medicine is available to cure 
the same we took the child there. We stayed there 
for one week time and the child was cured 
completely. But while coming back on the way itself 
the child died. We are not able to ascertain the 
reasons for the same.” 


But the neighbourhood has a different version of 
the story. On the second day after the birth of the 
child, overnight the couple left the village along with the 
child without informing anybody. After one week time, 
they came back with the dead child. 
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11) DEBT TRAP OF PARENTS MEANS DEATH 
TRAP FOR GIRL CHILD 


Can you imagine a healthy 7 days old baby was 
found dead in its cradle in the morning ? Without 
reason or rhyme why is it only the girl children are 
being found dead in such mysterious circumstances ? 
The dead child was the fifth child of Chevathal and 
Chinnasamy. The poverty ridden couple already have 4 
children, 3 boys and one girl. 


Already they have sufficient number of boys and 
one girl child and on questioning do they still need more 
children? The couple says , "already we have decided 
to put a full stop to our reproduction. But for 
everything the appropriate time should come (Neram 
Kalam varanum )". We donot know after killing of 
how many more children the appropriate time will come? 
Already they are in severe debt trap but convinced that 
their children will bring them out of this trap. 


The reason they gave for the death of the child 
was. "Every day night, the child cries atleast two 
times and I feed her and make her sleep. On the 
night of the death , the child was sleeping without 
getting up even once. But during morning, we found 
that the child was dead. Probably some poisonous 
insect would have bitten it." Probably their debt trap 
forced them to lay death trap for the girl child. 


12) TO COVER UP KILLING OF GIRL CHILD 
COUPLE CLAIM IT IS DEATH OF BOY 
CHILD !?! 


Rani and Pandyan belong to scheduled caste 
community and their occupation is construction labour. 
They already have one girl and one boy. For the third 
time a child was born. The couple claims that the third 
child was a boy child and not girl child. The third 
child died due to diarrhea. 


This is their version of the story. 


But their community itself, refutes the claim of the 
couple that the third child was a boy child. They say 
that third child was a girl child which was killed by 
starvation and it was not dehydration due to diarrhea. 
But if they say, girl child was born and died, they 
would attract the wrath of the administration. 


If it 1s declared a boy child, there would be no 
benefit of doubt that the boy child would be killed. 
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Hence to the outsiders the couple claim it was a boy 
child: !! In order to cover up the crimes committed 
what all indigenous methods and ideas are generated ?? 


13) A STORY CREATED TO COVER UP THE 
KILLING OF GIRL CHILD 


The Vellalar Gounder couple Kandasamy and 
Kanaka have a 2 year old girl child. It is told that 
their second child which too was a girl died 
immediately after birth. The community stricture 
requires not more than one girl child. 


Otherwise by the time they are married the parents 
may be rendered homeless. The mother -in-law of 
Kanaka and Dai who delivered the baby narrate "Kanaka 
gave birth to triplets - all girl children without 
proper formation of limbs. Immediately after birth 
all of them died". 


But the neighbourhood says, "an ordinary Dai will 
never be able to deliver the triplets. That too no 
other soul have either seen the triplets or attended 
the last rites. Everything was finished overnight. A 
girl child must have been born and killed instantly”. 
Kanaka was trying distressly to express something, but 
was sidelined by her mother-in-law and the Dai. 


Thus to cover up the killing of girl child they 
created a story of triplets and their death. 


14) WILL THIS CHILD NOT BE A MALE 
CHILD??? 


Mallika of Mariammankoilur is already having two 
girl children. She narrated, "the third girl child was 
killed by me by abstaining from feeding the child 
continuously for two days. On the third day the 
child died". Even though as a mother she feels very 
remorseful for the act of her’s but yet she feels she has 
no other choice. | 


Mallika is under great pressure from the family 
members of the mother-in-law to produce a male child. 
Little do they realise that the determination of the sex is 
done by male chromosome and not female. She has 
been threatened by the mother-in-law, "if the next child 
too happens to be a girl child, then I will get my 
son married to another girl”. 


On the other end, the sister-in-law (husband’s sister) 
is forcing her family either to give their daughter in 
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marriage to her son (the marriage among cousins 1s 
common in South India) with huge demands for dowry. 
Alternatively she is also prepared to give her eldest 
daughter in marriage to her brother (Mallika’s husband 
Mari - The phenomenon of maternal uncle marrying the 
sister’s daughter if the age is suitable is also common in 
South India) so that she will beget a son for him. 


In these circumstances, Mallika says , 
“safeguarding my position in the family is more 
important rather than bringing in another burden of 
girl child". Now she is pregnant for the fourth time 
and is in the 6th month of gestation. She is anxious 
and tensed up that this child should be a boy - her 
saviour. Otherwise, "my family life will be doomed 
and even the girl child will reach grave yard within 
no time of her birth". 


15) IT IS BETTER TO KILL GIRL CHILD 
RATHER THAN RENDERING HER 
ORPHAN!?! 


Senthamarai of Bodakadupudur is aged 27 with no 
educational background. Husband Madhu is employed in 
the sugar mill as cane inspector. Already they have one 
girl child and one boy. ‘The husband being a drunkard 
and even though is in good work is not rendering money 
to home. 


She is managing by cultivating 1/2 acre of land. 
With meagre income, "It will not be possible to 
cater to one more mouth". Since , "my husband is 
not interested in adopting any family planning 
measures, I finds my position very helpless." On 
asking why she didn’t deposit the baby in some 
orphanage. 


She said, "Being a woman, I donot want my 
child to face future problems. Moreover on growing 
up she would be dejected to findout she is 
abandoned. Instead of all these, it is better to kill 
her." 


Senthamarai, took the child to her mothers place 
and came back after one month. The Dai at her 
mother’s place took the responsibility of killing the child. 


16) AWAITING THE UNBORN BOY THE 
DAUGHTERS ARE KILLED 


Ponnuswamy and Kannagi are having two surviving 
daughters. They have killed four girl children so far. 
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Kannagi says, "Each time a girl is born, my husband 
refuses to even see the face of the child. And my 
mother-in-law keeps on scolding me for continuously 
giving birth to girl children and making her son’s 
life miserable. Before next day arrangements are 
made to kill the girl child by milk of colatropis. For 
an hour or two they express mock sorrow and child 
is buried. Like this they have killed four children". 


They are awaiting for the birth of the son. Till 
atleast one or two sons are born, they donot wish to 
adopt any family planning measures '! 


17) NO TO FAMILY PLANNING - YES TO 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


Govindammal and Mariappan were shocked to find 
that the second child which was delivered at their home 
too happened to be a girl baby. Within two days of its 
birth, the girl baby died. What is the background 
beyond this mysterious death”? The couple belong to 
adidravidar community and survive on agricultural labour. 


They are not used to the practice of serious 
thinking and planning accordingly. They seem to take 
things into their stride as they occur. The reasons they 
attribute towards the need for only one girl child is not 
due to social and religious strictures or astrology. Their 
logic is, "already we have one girl child and more girl 
children are to be dispensed off". 


On questioning why they had not adopted for family 
planning measures, if only they didnot require more 
children. They say , ‘through our peer group 
influence , we fear the terminal family planning 
operation may paralyse us from going in for our 
daily labour". They are under the misconception that all 
the family planning measures would bring them physical 
harm. 


Further, they are afraid with criticism they have to 
face in the community for bringing about two "Pottai 
pullai'' ( is derogatory term to denote girls ). "When 
we ourselves are leading hand to mouth existence, 
how \can we afford to care for one more child on 


Within two days of the birth of the girl child, its 
life ended and their burden reduced. The reasons they 
attribute beyond this death is "Red rashes spread all 
over the body" (Karunchevappu in tamil) and the infant 
was not able to withstand and died natural death within 


two days. 
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The local doctor says, "The red rashes, they say 
is not at all a disease and a child cannot die with 
this small ailment. The reason for its death must be 
something else. But most of the rural masses use 
this terminology of ''Karunchevappu" as reason for 
the death of the child." 


The dai of the same village narrated that child 
cannot die due to the above ailment. A newspaper 
which is soaked wet in water and spread over the child 
cures the child. "I myself have cured several such 
children in this village." 


Now, one is left to guess what are the reasons 
attributed to the death of the girl child ? 


18) DETERMINED WITH TWO CHILDREN NORM 
BUT NOT CONVINCED WITH FAMILY 
PLANNING MEASURES 


Pachai Muthu and Vellamal belong to Scheduled 
caste community. They are already having one girl and 
one boy child. With the extending family they are 
unable to meet the basic needs of the family. They are 
also determined that they donot need more children. 
But yet they are afraid to adopt family planning 
measures. Moreover Vellamal is physically very weak 
and all the time suffering from anemia. In these 
circumstances the third child that too a girl cannot be 
expected to be welcomed !! 


The couple give the reason for the death of the 
child as, "Right from the time of the birth of the 
child, it was crying continuously and even refused 
mother’s milk. The dai told the child has taken 
excess of amniotic fluid inside the mothers womb and 
hence it died.” 


Yet the couple is not prepared for family 
planning measures. Now any number of children born to 
them would face the same fate as this child. Let us 
hope that their determination for no more children is 
strongly supported by and enlightened to adopt terminal 
family planning measures. Lest more lives will be 
sacrificed. 
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CHAPTER II 


GRUESOME PRACTICES INVOLVED IN 
EXTERMINATING FEMALE BABIES 


NECESSITY IS MOTHER OF INVENTIONS - but 
alas ! here the human beings are wrongly identifying 
different methods and innovations to kill the girl child. 
Though extremely difficult, these information were 
carefully gathered from different sections of the society 
in Salem and Dharmapuri districts in Tamil Nadu as to 
what methods are embarked upon to do away with the 
tender baby. 


It was found that each time when the authorities 
came to know the manner in which they killed the child, 
the next couple immediately resorted to another method 
of killing. The entire genesis being that they donot 
want any suspicion to linger in anybody’s mind about 
the cause of the death. As far as possible it should 
look as natural death, lest it may catch up the wrath of 
the administration. 


These methods of killings are given with little 
description, not as an innovative generating ideas for the 
future couples, but when the below quoted reasons are 
mentioned for death, it is necessary to be alarmed and 
there is enough room for suspicion that the cause of 
death has not been natural. 


Generally, the killing of girl child is committed 
either by mother-in-law/Dai or some elderly women of 
the village community and only in few cases the mother 
would be involved in the same. 


It was found that if the delivery takes place in the 
hospital, then a week to 10 days of life span is given 
to the girl child and with some or other pretext of mock 
illness of the girl child is declared which itself is a 
warning signal that at any moment the child may be 
killed. 


The delivery takes place at home, most preferably it 
is done away the same day. This will attract minimum 
attention and in several cases many villagers wouldn't 
have seen the child as such. If the delivery takes place 
in the night time, by dawn the child is killed and buried 


as well. 
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THE DIFFERENT METHODS ADOPTED IN 
KILLING THE GIRL CHILD: 


1) BREAST MILK 


Could any one in the world foresee that the god’s 
gift to women, who is able to procreate and also feed 
the child with milk produced from her own blood could | 
one day become death sentence for the child ? There is 
a tamil proverb which says "Anything taken in excess 
including Nectar would prove to be poisonous" : 


In this instance, the child is breast fed till it is. 
fully satisfied with its appetite. And immediately after, | 
it is fed artificially by cow’s / buffaloes milk by force: 
through a small vessel with protruding nose (Paladai).. 
which is generally used to administer medicine to. 
children. The nose of this instrument ensures that the 
tongue of the child is held tight and the wailing child 
gulps down whatever liquid is poured in its mouth. 


After forcefully administering excess of milk, the 
child finds it difficult even tu breathe: The head of. the 
child is hung down from the cradle . This act brings in 
chocking of the child and left uncared for leads to its 
death. No one can pardon this unethical act of using the 
life sustenance of the infant child (breast milk) itself as 
a weapon to kill the child. 


2) SALT WATER 


When the babies are having diarrhoea or dysentery, 
the villagers are advised to administer oral rehydration. 
solution (which is nothing but sugar and salt. solution in 
right proportions) the advise are not heeded by all. . But 
the same salt solution is used when needed to kill the 
infant girl baby. Soap water is mixed in water with 
extensive salt. This lethal solution is fed into the 
baby’s mouth, inspite of its wailing. The excess of — 
water starts outletting from the nostrils and the child 
Starts chocking. Within 15 - 20 minutes the child dies 
and it is proclaimed that child died a natural death due 
to chocking. 


3) WET CLOTH 


One of the most cruel methods of killing the child 
being using a wet cloth with dripping water and 
covering the child’s face. As the child struggles unable 
to breathe the water enters its nostrils.and mouth . The 
wriggling child fights till the last minute unable to catch 
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up the breath. Finally the tiny tot dies due to 
suffocation. 


Since one cannot see the infant struggling for 
breathe with wet cloth covered over its face, generally 
the people leave the place and come after one hour to 
express their mock sorrow at the death of the child. 


4) MILK OF CALATROPY 


For development of child milk is essential be it 
mother’s milk or substitute milk. But did any one think 
of giving poisonous milk of Calatropis to the starving 
child? Yes the parents who are not interested in survival 
of the child for the various reasons quoted do resort to 
this barbarous practice. To ensure that the child drinks 
in the poisonous milk of colatropis as much as possible, 
the child is starved and fed sumptuously with this milk 
mixed with cow’s milk and generous sugar. 


It is told that this brings about instant effect on the 
child, even before the child comes to know that the milk 
it is drinking is of different taste, once it’s hunger has 
subsided, it starts fighting for its life with frothing. 5 
minutes time the child dies most gory death. 


5) PADDY’S HUSK/MUD 


In the Hindu religious rituals, putting grain of paddy 
after death in the mouth of the dead body is must. But 
here an attempt is made to create living dead !?!. Yes 
the infant is fed not with paddy grains but the husk of 
the paddy grains. This is another method of killing the 
child. A handful of Paddy husk is dumped in the 
wailing child’s mouth. The child gets suffocated with 
the thorny husk and starts chocking uncontrollably. 
Similarly in the place of paddy sometimes mud/pebbles 
are also used. Needless to mention the child chokes to 
death. 


6) PESTICIDES 


The inquisitiveness of man to invent new things are 
innumerable. Thanks to advancement of technology, 
pesticides were invented to weed out the pests which 
constantly effect the agricultural crops. Even now once 
again the developed countries who had pioneered in 
these inventions are once again resorting to indigenous 
practices in weeding out the pests. 


But unfortunately, the rural brothern who are very 
apt to adopt anything which is labelled outside India, 
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donot mind to use them for any number of purposes. 
Pesticides which were boon to the plant world have 
become bane to the female children of this part. The 
pesticides are administered to the girl babies. The child 
makes an unsuccessful long struggle before succumbing 
to the death. This is considered as one of the worst 
manifestations of death and that too to the tender beings. 


7) MULTIPURPOSE CHICKEN SOUP 


Chicken Soup is considered to be vitalising and 
nourishing healthy drink. How then can it become an 
weapon to kill the child? The indigenousness of the 
human beings have to be applauded or condemned?? 


As the woman is undergoing labour pains, on the 
other hand preparations will start for making chicken 
soup so that the woman will recoup from the throngs of 
pain and exhaustion immediately after delivery. 


It is told that the neck of the chicken is slit open 
and all the blood is allowed to drain out , the chicken 
is stuffed with all local herbs which will re-vitalise the 
energy of the woman. The soup made of this chicken 
while it is very hot is to be consumed by the woman 
immediately after delivery. 


So long it is fine, but the moment the woman 
delivers girl baby, instant death awaits it in the form of 
chicken soup. 


Even before the baby could open its eye to register 
its presence in the world, hot chicken soup is poured in 
its mouth and child dies due to extensive burns. 


Apart from these, different other methods adopted 

in killing are: 
* Using poisonous flowers/herbs and its seeds 

Country liquor 
Juice of tobacco 
Kerosene oil 
Strangulating the neck of baby 
Starvation of baby without milk 
Drowning the baby in water tanks 
Leaving heavy objects on the chest of the baby 


*¥ ¥ © & & ¥ 


We should not be surprised by any number of new 
inventions are made to make the death of the baby as 
natural as possible. 
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As long as the conscience of the human being is 
not subject to questioning may be they will resort to any 
kind of cruel practices to kill their girl babies. But how 
long will this scenario remain? 


A day will come when the imbalance in the sex- 
ratio will lead to alarming proportions. What if in this 
manner the woman are totally exterminated and 
procreation itself will come to a stand still ? What 
would be the consequences of tampering with nature ? 
Why are now people so much concerned about 
sustainable ecology and depletion of ozone layer, green 
house gases, warming up of the planet and allied 
subjects? 


In their sheer ingenuinity any number of inventions 
were made for the endless comforts of the man. But 
ultimately even the natural resources are being looted to 
the core . The same intellegentia of inventions are 
boomeranging now and there is rampant need for 
resorting to the stone-age practices. Should such a 
delicate situation arise for the human race as well?? 


ig 


Girl Child Born to Die in Killing Fields? 4 


CHAPTER IV 


THE VILLAINS BEHIND THE SCENE OF 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


Actually who are the persons in the scenario when 
female infanticide takes place ? It is assumed that a 
mother herself may not be able to muster up courage to 
commit such a heinous crime. But few cases even 
belied these hopes. There are also instances of mother 
herself being involved in exterminating the female child. 
But the phenomenon has not been very common. 


It is found that major deciding personnel 
eventhough are male members. But their ugly role 1s 
suppressed and generally only mother-in-law and dais are 
the two personnel portrayed as the villianess behind this 
act. 


Eventhough they are persons who are found to be 
actually committing the crime. The husband and father- 
in-law though directly not involved are the ultimate 
decision makers for the act. 


In the succeeding pages an attempt has been 
made to portray the role of the personnel who actually 
commit female infanticide (i.e. Mother-in-law and Dai). 
The determining factor especially being the father of the 
girl child even though has never come directly into 
picture . 


Incidentally, we could get interviews with few 
mothers-in-law , Dais and even mothers who accepted 
openly for committing murder of the girl child. But no 
father of the child was even ready to accept the 
responsibility for they being in the forefront of the 
decision making. 


1) MOTHER-IN-LAW SYNDROME IN FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Be it personal interactions or even by solely 
depending on the opinion poll conducted on the female 
infanticide (analysis is annexed in detail in Part III) the 
"Mother -in-law’" syndrome seems to be topping the 
list for two factors - major decision maker and as well 
as the person who actually commits infanticide. To 
corroborate with this we have taken case-study from 
Kadirpuram in Dharmapuri district. 
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Ponammal’s daughter-in-law Shenbagam is pregnant 
for the fourth time. The first two children are girls and 
the third child happened to be a girl which was killed 
the same day of its birth. Both Ponnammal and 
Shenbagam have no qualms in saying that if the fourth 
child also would be a girl they will not hesitate in 
killing her (At the time of interview, Shenbagam was in 
her fourth month of pregnancy). 


While talking to them, it was felt that they are not 
remorseful for their killings and donot feel they are 
committing a murder. In any other event the mother-in- 
law and daughter-in-law duo will have unity or not but 
it is beyond doubt in their case in committing the 
murder of girl child both are hand-in-glove. 


Ponnammal reflects, "I donot know whether I 
will be alive to see my grand daughter’s weddings. 
But I am sure that the dowry system would be more 
strengthened during the future. Now we talk in 
terms of thousands and then may be we have to 
transact lakhs. I donot want my son to suffer 
unduly at their cost. Infact Shenbagam was hesitant 
at the first instance, when I told her about my plan. 
But on persuasion she agreed." 


“Most of the mother-in-law’s send away the 
daughter-in-law to their parent’s house after delivery. 
They strongly advise them that while coming back 
home they should come without the child. It is left 
to their choice whether they want to kill the child or 
want to abandon it elsewhere." 


“On returning back to the mother-in-law’s house, 
it is informed to the community that the child had 
some disease and therefore died at her natal village. 
This itself is an indication that the child must have 
been done away with ." 


It should not be forgotten that without the active 
support and connivance of the male members of the 
family such ghastly crime cannot take place. But 
ultimately the mother-in-law is picturised as the culprit 
for the crime. 


This in no way should mean that men are out of 
picture. With men behind the scene, both mother-in- 
law, the mother of the baby and Dais are used to kill 
the baby girl. 
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There are also several instances wherein, husbands 
are threatening the wives not to come home. with female 
babies. There is also psychological pressure built up on 
the women, if they produce more number of female 
babies then the husband would opt to marry another 
woman. But many fail to understand that the male 
chromosomes are responsible for determination of sex 
and not the female.... 


2) THE DEATH SENTINELS OF GIRL CHILDREN 
- DAIS ? 


On the other hand apart from Mother-in-law, the 
Dais also play vital role in exterminating the female 
child. In earlier days, when hospitals and medical 
facilities were not reaching the rural areas, only these 
dais (Maruthavacchi) were a source of succour to the 
villagers. The dais generally perform the deliveries, some 
are also involved in crude practices of abortion, 
massaging the children , giving bath and all allied 
activities. 


Even now, most of the villagers are still dependent 
on these dais rather than the medical profession, mainly 
because of accessibility, they are not alien and women 
feel free to talk to them, and last but not the least their 
services are very cheap in comparison to the hospital 
deliveries. 


When none of the family members would like to 
involve themselves directly with killing of the child, the 
Dais are engaged in killing the child using her expertise 
in any one of the above methods of killing. One of the 
Dai reflects back, She does this because, "it would give 
me more economic succour than attending to 
deliveries. Just as in the death sentence the jailer 
does the act of hanging the sentenced victim to 
death, similarly, I see my role. When parents 
themselves have no sympathy for the girl child, why 
should it elicit sympathy from me?" 


Thus when family has decided to exterminate the 
girl child but if they do not wish to associate directly 
with the act of committing this crime, they hire the Dais 
for a pre-determined price. | 


3) HUSBANDS ROLE IN FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


Generally when any crucial social problems of the 
society are discussed upon, a typical villianess role is 
attributed to the woman head of the family namely the 
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“Mother-in-law”. She is always looked upon with 
contempt and her portrayal is negative in most of the 
media, films as well as day to day life. 


But unfortunately, the man behind her are never 
brought into the purview of the public. Generally the 
woman is considered to be dependent on the men 
throughout her life cycle. But how then she is given 
the independence to deal with financial matters when it 
comes to demanding dowry for the son or committing 
the act of female infanticide ? It is here that the male 
be it the (father-in-law or the husband) play the dirty 
role at the back. 


The husband’s role in female infanticide is always 
looked upon secondary and only the mother-in-law is 
picturised as the major culprit behind the scenario. In 
reality, the husbands donot want to earn bad reputation 
and image in the society. They rather prefer to be 
Silent on this issue and handover the responsibility to 
their mother’s. Their silence only reflects their full 
acceptance to the deeds. 


In many cases when they know that yet another 
girl child is born, they even refuse to see the face of 
the infant child. Probably their only fault is being born 
as daughter to this father !! They further threaten the 
wives, "if this time also you deliver a girl child , 
donot come back to me". This indicates that he would 
be prepared to even sacrifice his life partner in the urge 
for a son. 


What is the assurance that the second wife would 
beget him only sons and not daughters? Doesn’t he 
realise the scientific truth that the sex is determined by 
the chromosomes of the male and not female? In reality 
he is only responsible for determining the sex of the 
child - then why is the woman punished? 


If a husband determines that his girl child should 
not be killed, he has confidence that he can nurture her 
into a able citizen then where is the question of anybody 
be it his mother or the dai or his wife who will embark 
upon killing the child? It is only trying to escape from 
the situation and passing on the blame to somebody else 
to retain the clean image. Even when a educated, 
politically conscious and socially active man embarks 
upon killing his own girl child then where can justice be 


sought? 
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Generally as opposite sex attracts each other, it is 
established scientifically that sons are more emotionally 
attached to mothers and daughters are in similar fashion 
more attached to father. 


im evety nuclear family and éven in the 
governmental norms, following the patriarchal theory 
only father heads the family. Only in circumstances 
wherein the male member is dead does mother occupy 
the guardianship. 


In such situations wherein the father determines each 
and every act of his house, can the committing of 
female infanticide go unnoticed? Or without his 
willingness, will he allow such a ghastly crime to occur? 
His silence reflects only his acceptance and approval of 
the crime. But yet he emerges as good citizen and only 
his mother is portrayed as the villainess behind the 
scene. 
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CHAPTER V 


WHAT IS THE MENTAL STATUS OF 
THE PARENTS AFTER COMMITTING 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE ? 


Even though the act of female infanticide is 
committed. Definitely either they must be heartless and 
even if remorseful they must have taken this extreme 
step initially very emotionally and later on it must have 
become habitual. 


Normal human beings feel sensitised even when a 
Stray dog is trampled upon by the speeding vehicles. 
Even when their domestic animals like goat or the 
country chicken they are rearing are killed lot of 
Sympathy is generated over the tragedy by the 
neighbours. When death of animals could generate 
sympathy why not a girl baby whose life is snatched 
away by the same human beings? 


It is rather a strange phenomenon to think over that 
human beings themselves are involved in eliminating their 
own species. But definitely for the mother it would not 
be a easy decision to carry forward. A mother who has 
awaited 9 long months with the baby in the womb would 
always look forward to the day the baby would enter 
into the world. Actually it is a joy, a feeling of 
fullfillness for woman who is only in advantageous 
position to procreate. When this joyous occasion would 
turn into tragedy, no woman would be prepared to bear 
along the entire gestation period ultimately to sacrifice 
the girl baby. 


It would be an extremely difficult situation to guess 
upon as to what would actually be lingering in the minds 
of the actual parents who would have lost their child 
through their own deeds of omission. Normally even 
when miscarriage takes place in the early pregnancy, 
when even we are not able to visualise the full formed 
baby, our heart goes out in sympathy for the lady. The 
woman herself would be in great physical and emotional 
pain. Can we imagine what would be the situation 
when a small human being who has entered the world at 
our behest and lost life at our hands would be? 


(The following extract has been based on the interview 
taken with a couple in Omalur block in Salem district 
who have been repenting for committing female 
infanticide. Probably this would be the mental status of 
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all parents who have been relentlessly committing the 
same crime) . 


The couple Rathinaswamy and Shanthi are residing 
in Omalur in Salem district. So far, they have killed 
three of their babies and very remorseful at the same. 
Their repentance started when they’ found for the 
fourth time, it was a girl child through scanning. The 
couple preferred abortion. After killing the three girl 
children and going for abortion apart from 3 surviving 
girl children, now doctors forecasted Shanthi has no 
scope for more pregnancies with blocked tubes and as 
such is emaciated figure. More pregnancies will doom 
her to death. 


Her husband Rathinaswamy narrates, "After killing 
the child, I also cried, it was mixed feelings with 
guilt and love for the lost childi But at the same 
time a fear lingers in the mind, whether I would be 
caught and reprimanded for this act by 
administration? But before my emotions and feelings 
can win over me, I have to cater to the relatives and 
neighbours who come in to share my sorrow and 
shed few mock tears. Before dawn, I should see to 
it that the child’s last rituals are carried out and laid 
to rest." 


"For one week to 10 days time my conscience 
keeps pricking me continuously, that I am murderer 
and responsible for the death of the child. I will 
not be able to eat food as the child’s innocent face 
keeps lingering in my mind. Slowly in a week’s 
time, normality is restored. Even if a dog lies dead 
on the road, we feel sad and remorseful. You can 
imagine what would be the situation when our own 
child faces the same situation ?" 


"The guilt conscience makes me feel that 
whenever, four people are talking to gether, may be 
they are talking about me." 


"Will god excuse me for this sin ? Maybe for 
all these sins committed by me, in my days to come 
I will suffer. Maybe I will also die an unnatural 
death ?" | 


"No, we should not kill the girl babies anymore. 
As a repentance, we should nurture the children to be 
born. For the crime, I committed this is the only 
solution. With this strong determination, I pacify 
myself for the crime committed," 
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"But after completion of one year, again the 
same situation arises and similarly killed 3 girl 
babies.” 


"All determinations are lost in the air and once 
again plans are made afoot to kill the girl babies." 


"But already god has punished us for our sins. 
In whose arrival we were eagerly waiting (boy child) 
killing three girl children, a reality has come that no 
more children would be born to us. Do we need 
more punishment than this in this life time ?" 


This being the status of mind of this couple since 
they can never beget more children. But we have also 
seen that few mothers and mothers-in-law who have 
been party to the deed of committing female infanticide 
donot feel remorseful or even shameful at the ghastly 
act committed by them. On the other hand there are 
also number of couples who feel that they have taken 
wise decision in eliminating their girl children. Otherwise, 
they think they would have to cater to the huge 
expenses involved in rearing and marriage. This is the 
sorry state of affairs and mental make up of few 
families. 
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CHAPTER VI 


REASONS ATTRIBUTED BEYOND 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


If human beings embark upon killing their own 
species definitely they must be also having adequate 
social and religious oriented reasons attributed for the 
same. What are the general reasons attributed towards 
the low status of the girl child? 


Generally it is presumed and there are preconceived 
notions that girl child means : 


* Liability (expenses incurred during birth, puberty 
ceremony, marriage, first delivery) 


* Protection (Since chastity of girls is very of girl 


e child -ssential, she has to be protected from is 
problematic any sexual overtures by men prior to 
Marriage) 


* Parayadhan (She is another house property as she 
leaves natal family after marriage) 


* Cannot carry lineage (In patrilineal society girls are 
not considered as carriers of family lineage and 
only sons are considered so) 


* Religious rituals donot enjoin separate status for 
girls and more so the last rites after death have to 
be carried on by male members only. 


Apart from this since parents after having desired 
number of children donot want to carry ahead the 
terminal family planning operation, they also resort to 
female infanticide once girls are born. 


STORY OF VISWAMITRA AND MENAKA RE- 
ENACTED? 


There is a mythological story in Hindu literature 
which states this way. 


A saint by name Viswamithra was in penance. 
The gods were astonished by his concentration and 
meditation power. But yet they wanted to break his 
penance in some way or other. They chose to send three 
beautiful dancers from heaven namely Ramba, Urvasi 
and Menaka. 


Menaka was successful in not only breaking the 
penance but also gets married to Sage Viswamithra. 
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This couple is blessed with a daughter. Meanwhile the 
heavenly call for Menaka comes seeking her presence in 
heaven and saying that heavenly beings have no business 
in earthly world. 


In these circumstances Menaka is forced to leave 
the child and proceed to heaven to fulfil her duties 
there. Sage Vishwamitra is enraged over this act of 
Menaka and in distress, he also leaves the girl child and 
once again goes into penance. 


Thus their girl child is abandoned and rendered 
homeless, inspite of both mother and father being alive. 
This abandoned girl child is brought up by the sage 
community says the mythological story of "Vishwamitra 
Puranam". 


In the similar fashion, the present day parents 
without reason or rhyme are abandoning their girl 
children as if it is worth only abandoning. 


Little do they realise that the foetus achieves life 
right from the day of conception and after spending 9 
long months in the mothers womb, the little baby 
emerges into the world unsuspectingly. Little would it 
imagine that she is entering the world only to face a 
gory death in the hands of its own creators. 


OFTEN QUOTED REASONS FOR FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


1) PROPERTY RIGHTS AND LEGAL HEIR 


Most of the parents or logically speaking everybody 
thinks all the property that belongs to him/her both 
movable and immovable should be multiplied. But 
nobody would prefer that a partition in this property 
should go to somebody else. Here they mean that at 
the time of marriage of daughter, family property be it 
in the form of cash, jewellery, movable property should 
be parted with. 


But if it is son there is assumption that property 
would be safeguarded and moreover strengthened. The 
son’s property is strengthened by means of dowry the 
daughter-in-law is going to bring forth. 


But why dv they fail to realise that the daughter-in- 
law also is a daughter of her father and what turmoils 
they would have undergone in getting their daughter 
married is applicable to the other person also. 
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Unfortunately two different logics hold good for son 
and daughter. It is basically the "liability" concept 
attached to daughter, which is responsible for the 
degradation of her status even prior to her birth. 


As parents, their duty would be to nurture them, 
educate them and enable them to become right thinking 
citizens of the world. Beyond this no where should it be 
enlisted that ready-made properties in the form of 
buildings, land and movable properties should be handed 
over to the generations to come. Unless and until every 
individual is made duty-bound, conscious and of hard 
working nature, how do you expect that they would 
contribute to the progress of the nation? 


Atmost it could be division of poverty among 
brothers and sisters?? 


Basically it is the blind beliefs and the taboos and 
the social customs which are being followed religiously 
and blindly by people which are leading to such 
casatrophes today. Anything which is advantageous to 
individual, we are prepared to imitate and emulate and 
take into account the religious scriptures. But at the 
Same time, no where the religious scriptures are 
advocating. violence and taking away one’s life. 


Even the ceremonies and social customs which are 
readily listed out today as the reasons for female 
infanticide. Every ritual and custom has a background 
and according to present day needs could be adopted, 
modified or totally discarded with. Why are we hanging 
on to these customs and victimising the new born baby 
or even the foetus in the mother’s womb? 


2) DOWRY 


In earlier days, the concept of dowry was not 
present but was termed as "Streedhan" . Since the 
social system required upon marriage to leave the natal 
house and join the husbands family. There was no 
concept of share in the immovable and movable 
property. Once after marriage, the women was enlisted 
to very few rights in the natal family and thus always 
considered as "Paraya Dhan" (Property belonging to 
somebody else). To compensate for the same, she was 
bestowed with gifts at the time of marriage. This was 
purely at parents discretion in relation to their economic 
standing and there was no compulsion or greedy 
demands as on today. 
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Now this phenomenon of "gifts" have turned into 
greedy, self-centered demands for huge dowry. This is 
prevalent in all strata of society with only a variation 
in accordance to the economic status. A price tag is 
attached in accordance to social standing and the 
educational qualification and job prospects of the boys. 
But a girl of the similar standing still has no economic 
value. Unfortunately this is the scenario in the so called 
"cultured", "educated", "enlightened" society. 


Whereas in the indigenous societies, the concept of 
marriage itself is seen in entirely different manner. If a 
girl is leaving natal family means , it is a loss of 
economy for the family - she helps in the domestic 
work, rearing animals, agricultural work. 


Her departure from family means all these activities 
and equivalent economic value wowld be lost. To 
compensate a "Bride Price" is sought from the boy's 
family that too, not in the form of cash but animals say, 
chicken/cow/bullock etc. The bride price is not asked 
in the crude commercial way the civilised people seek 
for. It is broached in a more sophisticated way. 


The marriages decided upon by the girl and boy 
themselves after understanding each other and expressing 
interest in each other in many cases avoid the system of 
dowry. But even in few cases of love marriages, again 
all social systems are followed except that girl and boy 
have chosen each other as partners rather than parents. 
But this needs an broad mentality of overriding the 
factors of caste, culture, religion. 


An easy excuse and guise is found by one and all 
in squarely putting the blame on the SOCIAL SYSTEM. 
The so called structure of the society is created by one 
and all people . It is always talked like the problem 
related to these are somebody’s problem and self 
initiative to tackle the problem is totally lacking except 
in few rare cases. The only coping mechanism with 
dowry they found is to totally do away with the GIRL 


CHILD. 
3) PROTECTIVE ENTANGLEMENT FOR GIRL 
CHILD 


Right from the birth and moreso after the puberty 
there is always lingering fear in the parents mind on the 
safety of the girl child. Here the word safety connotes, 
the fear that the girl should not be sexually abused or 
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molested. This fear is universal in all strata oF society 
irrespective of economic status. 


Because the "chastity" of girl is ultimately the 
deciding factor to be eligible for marriage. This doesn’t 
mean automatically that dowry can be done away with 
once the girl is determined to have surpassed the 
"chastity" hurdle. 


But this concept of chastity is only pertained to 
girls and not boys. The general logic is boys donot 
loose anything if indulged in sexual overtures. But 
whereas the nature has created woman in such a manner, 
the resultant effects of molestation, rape or also wilful 
indulgence may lead to pregnancies. Thus it is felt that 
always a protective entanglement around the girls shouid 
be laid and strict vigil should be kept to keep away the 
girls from the purview of anti-social elements. 


This concept has been expressed by one and all and 
moreso in the poverty ridden groups, the mothers fear 
to leave their daughters alone and go to work spots 
even. This is also one of the reason for the early child 
hood marriage . 


With so much emphasis on chastity, never it is 
felt that orienting both boys and girls to family life 
education is essential. Rather than depending on peer 
group or media culture of vulgar depiction of sex or 
pornography, it would be worth while to educate them 
to the intricacies of procreation. 


Moreover it is essential to know the physiology and 
functioning of one’s own body . Further it is always 
determined that biologically women are weak in 
comparison to men, hence they are never taught to 
defend themselves physically in case of requirement. 


Without weighing all these alternatives, just with the 
reason of "protection" of girl child, the easy method 
they found is to kill the girl child. 


4) NEED TO CARRY ON THE LINEAGE 


Every family would like its offsprings to 
procreate and continue the family lineage, so that even 
after their death the family will continue. But again 
lineage is possible only through sons. Since upon 
marriage, the daughter leaves the family and her children 
are considered as lineage for in-law’s family and not 
natal family. The descendants of lineage are always 
male in patrilineal families . 
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Infact in Matrilineal families, it is vice-versa and the 
lineage is considered as daughters. It is said that earlier 
to Aryan invasion all the Dravidian societies were 
matrilineal and only after invasion by Aryans did the 
social system change to patrilineal. Even now in Kerala 
in few communities and in Khasi tribe in Meghalaya the 
matrilineal system is being followed. 


So this is one of the reason often quoted as the 
reason for preference for son and non-importance of girl 
child as she is unable to carry on the lineage in 
patrilineal families. 


Just being born in patrilineal society as girl and 
unable to carry on the lineage as per the strictures 
doesn’t foresay that the girl itself should be killed. 
What if the son who is carrier of lineage is unable to 
get a girl in the coming days? How does the tamily 
multiple? Is it possible to procreate without man and 
woman? The woman who is going to marry the son is 
also a daughter of another family. Why then this 
disparity against girls ? 


5) A MALE CHILD TO CARRY ON THE RITUALS 


Several rituals require that a son should carry on 
the same. Moreso lighting the funeral pyre is enjoined 
as the sole duty of the son. In families where there are 
no sons, for that occasion alone sons are adopted so 
that the ritual can be carried forward or male heirs of 
the family are preferable. 


Moreso in few communities, it is felt that the 
person who performs the last rites has more right over 
the property than others. Due to this sometimes even 
there are instances of ugly scenes created, while the 
dead body is awaiting its last rituals. 


Birth is something which is one of the wonders in 
the world wherein a human being is able to procreate 
and give life to new human being. This is something 
which should be an achievement and moment for 
rejoicing irrespective of the child being boy or girl, 
Death is something, which is dreaded by one and all . 
Awaiting the death of somebody, to perform his/her last 
rites is there a logic in taking away the life which has 
been procreated by man?? | 


For those following the religious rituals , if a male — 


child is there, he can carry on the funeral rites otherwise 
why not a girl child carry on the same ? There are 
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several instances of girls carrying on this ritual now-a- 
days either because male child are not existing or 
because the son is in far away countries and not able to 
reach at appropriate time. 


Anyhow after death, what difference does it make 
whether a girl is performing last rites or the boy? For 
the sake of boy performing last rites, is it justified in 
performing the last rites of the girl child immediately 
after birth’? 


6) ANY NUMBER OF BOY CHILDREN BUT ONLY 
ONE GIRL CHILD 


Due to the various social factors as perceived, the 
parents prefer any number of boy children but at the 
most one girl child. There is a saying in Tamil "Asaiku 
pala magan, Azhaguku oru Penn" (It means any 
number of sons to fulfil the desires but only one girl 
child for beauty ) 


Further the strong feeling especially in rural areas 
being that during the village council meeting, the more 
the male heirs of the family exist the more prestige to 
represent in the village meeting. In accordance to this 
also they feel they need atleast 3-4 sons and then only 
they can even think of family planning measures if 
required. 


In Nattukottai Chettiar community even a baby 
boy assumes so much importance, that if the family is to 
be represented in marriages or any ceremonies , it is 
enough even if the boy alone is carried even by an ayah 
without any elderly male member or female member of 
the household. His presence denotes the whole family is 
represented {7 Such is the urge for son and 
importance bestowed upon him right from the moment he 
is born. 


7) INFANTICIDE AS FAMILY PLANNING 
MEASURE 


The above quoted all reasons are attributed to social 
causes. But there are also parents who after being 
satisfied with enough children ( 3 -4 with preference of 
1 girl child and 3 boys) still continue actively their 
reproductive span. They donot prefer to adopt any 
temporary or terminal methods of family planning 
measures. 


They find it easier to carry on the full term of 
pregnancy, undergo the throngs of the labour pain and 
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then kill the new born child !! This proves that the 
family planning messages have not been directed in the 
right earnest and have not been received well by them. 


The community alone cannot be blamed for the 
same. Primarily all the family planning measures are 
more women oriented and directed only towards them. 
The role of male is little envisaged. The rural women 
who are alien to the modern medical technologies are 
suspicious and not convinced about the same. Further 
their fears are not totally baseless. 


A part of the blame has to be shared by the 
medical fraternity as well as they never find it essential 
to explain the pro and cons of the various measures. 
The target oriented approach without any human touch 
really keeps the rural folk away from these technologies. 


Further, several women who have already 
undergone these measures, if any discomforts are 
existing, their sufferings are overruled and dismissed 
forthwith. There is also a constant lingering fear in the 
rural folk that any ailment thereafter with adoption of 
family planning measure is attributed towards the reasons 
for the cause of the ailment. 


Further it is often quoted, that after two children 
even if they require temporary spacing methods, the 
medical fraternity advises and in rural areas insists on 
permanent methods of family planning viz., sterilisation. 


With all these fears and doubts, inspite of campaign 
mounted by the government, the people prefer not to 
adopt the same and find it more convenient to deliver 
the child and kill it. They fail to understand, that their 
health will be in peril with constant reproduction and 
moreso killing the children unnecessarily. 


The family planning approach and campaign should 
be more community oriented rather than target oriented. 
The aftercare is very essential be it the terminal measure 
of family planning or the temporary measure of family 
planning. 


Further it is essential to advocate the size of the 
family to be minimum and even afterwards they would 
like to have temporary measure of family planning, it is 
better to do so rather than allowing them to either opt 
for crude abortion practices or kill the child after its 


birth. 


~- 
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8) TO LIVE OR NOT TO LIVE - ASTROLOGY 
DETERMINES THE VITAL FACTOR FOR GIRL 
CHILDREN !?! 


It is common to note that people are more keen 
and interested to know about their future through fortune 
forecasters - astrologers. In India it is common that for 
any rituals the appropriate time and the position of the 
planets are determined , so that the task taken ahead 
proceeds without any hindrances. It goes without saying 
that at the important occasions of marriages, the 
determination of auspicious time for tying the knot by 
the bridegroom to the bride is very important. 


It should not surprise the readers that even the 
would be partners are chosen by astrology and not by 
likes of each other. A horoscope is forecasted to the 
individuals at the birth by the exact time and day of the 
birth. According to this , the position of various planets 
for the individual are worked out , it also clearly 
mentions which are years of bad phase (It is called 
period of "Sani" - saturn - which is considered as god 
of evils), which are the years of progressiveness etc. 


Normally immediately after the child is born, an 
horoscope is cast for the child. But that is used only 
for future reference. It is surprising to note that in 
Vellalar Gounder community, the astrology determines 
whether the girl child has to be alive or not? This is 
true only for girls and for boys, if it found that there 
are certain deficiencies in the horoscope, a hefty sum is 
paid to the astrologer and methods found out to rectify 
the defect. This is normally done either in the form of 
poojas invoking the gods, homams or sacrificing of 
animals to please the deities. But for the girls , no 
such chances are taken and they are totally discarded 
just like pack of cards. 


Generally the future of the girl child is forecast 
according to the following parameters. 


* Girl child will bring fortune to the family 


* Girl child will bring forth ill-luck to father/mother/ 
family. There will be problems with this girl 
child in the future which will jeopardize the 
prestige of family. 

* Girl child will bring forth fortune not to the natal 
family but only to the husband’s family. 


* Right from the day of birth , it will bring forth 
good __ luck and fortune to natal family. 
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* Girl child will take wrong steps in life and the 
family’s honour will be at stake. et 

* Since the planets of the girl child are not in 
favourable positions, there will be heavy losses 
in the family and ~~ scope for snapping of relations 
within family. 


In one or other above ways, the fortune or ill luck 
ot the girl child is forecasted by the astrologer. In Salem 
district, the Vellalar Gounder community around, 95% of 
the community goes in for prediction through astrology 
immediately after the birth of girl child. Even through 
Ultrasonogram, if it is predicted as girl child, they await 
tor the birth of girl child and after ascertaining the 
futuristic forecast, depending upon the forecast, if it is 
favourable to the family, then the child will survive, 
otherwise the child is killed. 


Chellapan gounder of Qmalur block , had consulted 
the astrologer on the birth of the second girl child. The 
astrologer predicted thus: 


* Due to this girl child , you will acquire more 
lands as property. 


You will construct a big house. 
Your agricultural lands will reap good crops 
She will earn good mame in the community. 


Chellapan says, “True to the prediction, earlier, I 
had 4 acres of land and after her birth it multiplied 
to 9 acres. I have been able to construct house, got 
both my daughters married off and yet I am left 
with lot of property." 


Another main reason attributed being in this 
community a special price is fixed for lighting the 
funeral pyre of the father. An agreed sum to this extent 
is given earlier in the life time of the father to the son. 
While son is existing, none of other male relatives can 
take up this last ritual rites. Therefore, for begetting a 
son, in-between any number of girl children are 
sacrificed with. 


And after killing the girl children, the guilt is 
washed off by conducting rituals to appease the god. 
This again is carried out with the connivance of the 
astrologer. Thus in Vellalar Gounder community 
astrology plays a very vital role. Lot of money is spent 
on the astrologers and their predictions are taken to the 
last word. 


Le ie St 
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In comparison to other communities, this community 
is economically well off and poverty is not the reason 
for their killing of girl children. It is often the above 
quoted predictions and also the huge dowry expenses 
trailing to 5 - 10 lakhs of rupees which is responsible 
for these senseless killings of the girl child. Further the 
community as such, the status of the women 1s very low 
and has no say in matters concerning vital decisions. 
They remain only mute spectators. 


PART - II 


THE OTHER SIDE OF STORY - 
PARENTS WHO PREFER NOT TO 
COMMIT FEMALE INFANTICIDE 
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CHAPTER VII 


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY 
PARENTS WHO PREFER NOT TO 
COMMIT FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


While number of research studies and surveys are 
quietly taking place in the endemic zones of female 
infanticide. What striked us while carrying out the 
survey and research analysis and also on the available 
secondary source of information (literature), we found 
that the problem of female infanticide has totally been 
viewed in the negative aspect. In the sense the focus 
of attention has been on the various social aspects 
relating to this crime. 


But it totally left out the brave ones out. The 
parents who inspite of the community and peer group 
pressure on them have opted out not to commit female 
infanticide. We felt that it was very important to get 
feed back from the parents who had opted out of this 
Situation. We sensed that if the mother was determined, 
she was able to thwart the attempts both by husband 
and the in-law’s in committing the crime of female 
infanticide. 


Further apart from this, we could gather two cases 
wherein , the families had adopted girl children one by 
chance and other by choice .This would enable us to 
formulate strategies for sensitising the people. Also 
these parents could be depicted as role model to be 
followed suit by the future parents to be. 


On closer interaction, these parents are also living 
in the same endemic zone of female infanticide, they are 
also passing through the same community and caste 
strictures, they have majority of children as daughters . 
The most encouraging trend in all these cases have been 
that the mother had been the determined and moving 
spirit behind the prevention of female infanticide. 


Further , we found out that in Salem district, the 
families with occupation as rope-making, wherein the 
entire families were involved in this process, they never 
resorted to female infanticide. Another notable feature 
being that in this particular occupation, irrespective of 
caste number of families are involved. 


May be we would be forced to conclude if girl is 
found to be of help to economic generation of the 
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family, she is allowed to live otherwise she has no 
choice but to die. Infact the labour and service of 
women itself is grossly undervalued and hence always 
treated as liability. What would be the scenario if an 
economic value is added to every domestic work carried 
out by women and demanded to pay equivalent value in 
rupees by the family?’ 


Indeed after interviewing series of cases who had 
committed female infanticide which made every right 
thinking conscious citizen dejected and disturbed at the 
alarming phenomenon. The interview with these parents 
had been a welcome relief, moreso it was a silver lining 
in the dark clouds. 


With the ardent hope that the future parents would 
emulate the steps of these protective parents - we 
present an array of 9 case studies chosen from among 
23 cases of the parents. Most of the other cases were 
similar and hence this limited choice. 


1) CHILDREN ARE FOR NURTURING NOT FOR 


KILLING 
Mother —: Govindammal Father : Mariappan 
Occupation : Agricultural coolie (both) 
Caste : Adidravidar (previously untouchables) 
Ist daughter : Maheshwari age : 11 years 
(7th std) 
IInd daughter : Maheshwari age ~ :'9S years 
(Sth std) 


On interviewing Govindammal about how she was 
able to brave the community pressures and still did not 
succumb to committing female infanticide, she narrated 
thus: 


"I donot differentiate between girl child and boy 
child. While, I gave birth to my second daughter, 
several people advised me to resort to killing. But 
I refused to accept their logic. If, I give birth to 
children (be it boy or girl), it is my duty and 
responsibility to nurture them. The society would 
speak hundred things, but we have to decide for 


ourself." 


"Even though, we are struggling hard both 
myself and my husband to make both ends meet. 
We both are going for agricultural coolie work 
during season. During non-season, we resort to 
construction labour (if available). Yet , I have made 
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it a point that both my children should be educated 
and they should not suffer like us. I am therefore 
sending them to school for study. Number of my 
colleagues and neighbours rebuke me primarily for 
retaining the second girl child and secondly for 
allowing them to go to school, instead of being of 
help and earning for us." 


"Il donot think that dowry would pose a problem 
for their marriage. I will see a suitable boy and 
most preferably a coolie like us who will not have 
sky high demands.( When asked after educating 
daughter, why she prefers to give her daughter to 
uneducated man - she replies that’s the only coping 
mechanism to avoid dowry)" 


"In case they are interested to pursue their 
studies, then I will allow them to continue, otherwise 
they will also be trained to carry out the coolie 
work.’ | 


"Moreover, I find nurturing both my daughters 
as a very satisfying experience. They are always co- 
operative and understanding. I so far never and will 
in future also never regret the decision of not 
resorting to infanticide. In fact, I shiver and 
shudder at the thought itself." 


2) DETERMINED CHELLAMAL ENSURES THE 
SURVIVAL OF HER SECOND DAUGHTER 


Chellamal and Seenu_ are blessed with two 
daughters and one son. ‘The eldest daughter Alamelu is 
already married at 15 years of age, son is studying in 
5th standard and the youngest daughter Amritham is 
going to 3rd standard. Chellamal narrated, My eldest 
daughter has been very supportive right from her young 
age. Even after the marriage, my son-in-law who is 
agricultural coolie has agreed to stay with us. He never 
demanded or bargained any dowry. 


"She feels" once when we are unable to work any 
more due to old age, I foresee that only the daughters 
will come to our rescue. Boys are selfish, they are 
concerned about their own comforts.” Saying so, she 
slyly looks at her disapproving looks of her husband. 


"Even at the time of the birth of my second 
daughter, my husband forced me to do away with the 
baby girl. But I was determined not to commit such 
heinous crime. I safeguarded the child day and 


¥ 
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night, lest they may embark on new plan to kill my 
child". 


“Due to constant fear lingering in my mind, I 
didn’t opt to go for coolie work also till, my 
daughter was 3 years old. Now she is grown up and 
no more such thoughts linger in my husband’s mind." 


While the mother was speaking about the difficult 
situations she had to face in safeguarding the life of girl 
child, the eldest daughter Alamelu eyes were filled up 
with tears and remorsefully she added, "If only my 
mother would have determined otherwise, we wouldn't 
have been able to see the world today". Emotionally 
chocked Chellamal advised her daughter, "My days of 
travail are over, now you have to take lead and not 
allow anybody to influence you with such sinful 
deeds, if you are also blessed with daughter". 


It was a heart rendering situation but at the same 
time very reassuring to see the mother advising the 
daughter against such cruel practices. Will not a day 
embark upon wherein all women would take up bold 
steps like Chellammal? 


3) THE ONLY FLOWERS OF MY FAMILY 
GARDEN ARE MY DARLING DAUGHTERS !! 


Muniammal and Govindan were rendered with three 
daughters. The eldest two are already married and third 
daughter is yet to be married . The couple are engaged 
in gardening work and they are also engaging the third 
daughter to follow-suit. Muniammal says, “even now I 
shudder at the thought to think the constant 
pressures I faced from the mother-in-law forcing me 
to kill the baby girl". Due to constant harassment. she 
was also estranged from her husband for two years after 
the second child was born. Muniammal’s brother was 
very supportive to her at the time of estrangement from 
her husband. For they all stood by her decision not to 
kill the girl child. 


After two years, with Muniammal natal family’s 
persuasion, Govindan agreed to come and live with 
Muniammal. Once again Muniammal’s brother helped 
Govindan secure Gardner’s job in the same village. 
With their reunion, again Muniammal conceived. But 
this time the fear and psychological pressure on her 
were non-existent. Fearing that if this too would emerge 
as girl child, Govindan may leave Muniammal and go 
away, Muniammal’s brother started slowly imposing the 
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thoughts in Govindan and made him prepared for the 
situation. As they feared, the third too emerged as girl 
baby. But Govindan didnot seem to mind the situation. 
He now feels that his three daughters are like Flowers 
of the family garden. 


Muniammal said, "If my brother was not 
supportive to me, I wouldn’t have been able to take 
a bold stand". She has a word of advise for all the 
would be mothers and the girls parents to be supportive 
to the right steps they take up. 


4) INSPITE OF HUSBAND’S PRESSURE TO KILL 
DAUGHTERS SELVI’S SINGLE MINDED 
PERSEVERANCE SAVES THEM 


The construction labour couple Selvi and Murthy are 
having four children , 3 girls and one boy. 


The father Murthy narrates, "I was very keen to 
have only boys, and wanted myself to kill my first two 
daughters, my wife didnot agree and hence I couldn’t do 
anything”. 


Selvi said, "There are several instances, when my 
husband brought the milk of Colatropis 
(Yerukampal), but I refused to feed my daughters 
with the poisonous milk. I used to carry my 
children and go to my parents house. I used to 
return back after assessing that my husband’s anger 
had reduced. For this act of mine, the villagers 
themselves are witness as to how many times my 
husband thrashed me for disobeying him. Inspite of 
all these physical torturing , I nurtured my children." 


Murthy remorsefully said, "Now , I feel ashamed 
for my behaviour and dread at the thought, where 
these same children whom I volunteered to Kill. 
These evil thoughts are no more existing in my 
mind". 


Selvi feels, "If only my parents were not in this 
village, my daughters also would have become victims 
of the “Graveyard babies” ( colloquially used for girl 
children who are killed). Both of us are earning 
with hard labour. So far we never had the problem 
of feeding the children. As long as they wish to 
study, I will get them educated." 


"Even if I suffer, with headaches, my daughters 
hover around me, till I am allright" 


"They are aware that their father wanted to kill 
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them, till recently they were afraid of him and 
never used to talk to him also. Only now they feel 
free to talk to him after they were reassured that 
their infant sister would not be victim of the father’s 
ire’ 

Murthy narrated, "I could no longer picturise the 
situation of my own children looking at me like a 
murderer. To avert such situation, I started slowly 
buying them small gifts and communicating with 
them and spending more time in their welfare. Only 
this way, after long years I could win them over." 


Selvi advises that women should have the will 
power to defy such unpleasant situation in the husband’s 
house. "At times of my need, my mother always stood 
with me .In the similar manner, If at all my 
daughters would face a situation like me, I would 
always back them with my support". 


(While narrating the sentiments at the end, she became 
very emotional ) 


Let us hope that more such Selvi’s will emerge for 
the future betterment of the girl children. 


5) DOES THE TREE EVER FEEL FRUITS ARE ITS 
BURDEN ? SIMILARLY GIRL CHILDREN ARE 
NO BURDEN TO PARENTS.... 


The couple Papatthi and Ammavasai are having two 
girl children. Both are married even though they are 
only 15 and 16 years respectively. On the. practice of 
female infanticide, Papatthi puts it across in a more wise 
manner even though she is an illiterate lady thus, "Just 
because the tummy is heavy, the pregnant woman 
cannot take out her child for respite, similarly does 
a tree ever feel that its fruits are burden to it" . 


Be it a girl or boy both are natures gift and it is 
blasphemy to tamper with nature’s will. Will not the 


others listen to Papathi and emulate her steps ? Her 


eldest daughter Nandini is the future mother to be. It 
was felt , that it would be useful to gain insight into 
what lingers in her mind about these practices of female 
_ infanticide. Accordingly few questions were posed to 
fer... 


Nandini, even though was sitting as silent spectator 


while her mother was talking so wisely, only when we 


started interacting with her, it was felt "As the mother 
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so the daughter." 


Nandini said , "If my husband asks me to kill 
my girl child, then I will inform him that the life of 
the child is more precious than you and come back 
to my parents. If my mother will not support me, I 
will do coolie work and nurture my child". Thus 
spoke 16 year old Nandini with lot of self confidence. 


She also said, that whenever the news reaches her 
that girl children in her village are killed, a bout of 
anger shakes her and she instantly feels an urge to 
thrash the people who commit such crime and visualises 
police trashing the culprits and satisfies her ego. 


"But on the other hand, the whole day I feel as 
though I have lost something and feel sad over the 
situation . But I donot Know why, I make it a 
point to visit the houses which commit female 
infanticide. When I see the tender baby’s face who 
was done away with poison, I impulsively feel that 
same poison should be given to its parents and killed 
instantly. I also imagine myself in the same 
situation, What if, even my mother would have killed 
me in the same manner". The very thought itself 
sends shock waves through me and shudder at the 
thought. 


The manner in which Nandini expressed her 
emotional outbursts about the issue, it shows that she is 
’ the girl if given a chance is determined to take positive 
steps to prevent such atrocities on the baby girls. Let us 
pray for more such Nandini's to emerge as the saviours 

of the future baby girls. 


6) ASTROLOGY DETERMINES THE FATE OF THE 
GIRL CHILD - TO LIVE OR NOT TO LIVE !! 


In Vellalar Gounder community, it is a rare 
phenomenon to see more than one girl child. Rather 
exceptionally, we found that Chellapan and Nalammal 
couple had two surviving daughters. Chellapan narrates, 
"In our community, it is very common to commit 
female infanticide. Basically, the community believes, 
daughter means the property may have to be divided 
among others fer sake of marriage." He further 
said, after the birth of first girl child, we were eagerly 
expecting a boy to be born. But to our great dismay 
once aeai0 a girl was born. 
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‘In our community, it is very common to predict the 
future of the child through astrology. If the astrologer 
predicts the girl will bring forth doom to the family, then 
the natural step would be to kill the child instantly. But 
otherwise, if the astrologer predicts that the girl will 
bring forth fortune to the family, the girl will be left 
unharmed. 


He had no inhibitions, in saying that his second 
daughter was left to live only because the astrologer 
predicted good fortune. Incidentally only after her birth, 
he says he was able to expand his property by leaps and 
bounds. His 5 acres of fertile land was expanded to 9 
acres. 


During the marriage of daughters, there is a 
minimum demand of 1 kilo of gold (equivalent to nearly 
6 lakhs rupees) apart from other demands of furniture 
and utilities. Altogether a parent is forced to shell out 
around 10 lakhs of rupees for marriage!! 


"But, I got both my daughters educated and got 
them married to persons, who were in lesser 
economic strata than us. This way I avoided 
extraordinary demands for dowry.’ 


"I also do advice the parents not to resort to 
killings of their girl children. But nobody heeds to 
Our advice. They ask me, will you take the 
responsibility of getting my daughter married ?." 


But yet he rationalises, "If astrology predicts 
that girl will bring forth bad luck to family, how can 
anyone prevent the parents from doing away with the 
girl child ?" But here he forgets, the same bad luck 
predicted for boys is balanced by doing few rituals in 
the temple and at time of sacrificing the animals to 
please the gods. Why doesn’t the same logic hold 
good for girls? 


We are forced to think that Chellapan daughter 
survived with due thanks to the fortune prediction of 
astrologer, lest her disappearance also would have been 
recorded as death due to mysterious circumstances. 


% 


7) GOD PUNISHED US FOR TAMPERING WITH 
NATURE 


The couple Senthamarai and Nallasamy are blessed 
with two female children. Senthamarai narrates, "I had 
undergone seven abortions, after my first girl child 
was born. I was severely warned by doctors that 
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next abortion would lead to my death. I conceived 
for the 9th time and decided to carry on the 
pregnancy and gave birth to my second girl child 
Maheswari. As a repentance for doing away with all 
the children (7) even before they could see the world, 
we decided to nurture Maheswari even though she is 
our second girl child." 


"Even my husband had red rashes and boils all 
over the body. The village community suspicioned 
that since we were involved in killing so many 
children (she meant abortions), the god has punished 
us this way. After my second child was born he has 
been completely cured of his rashes and boils." 


"Myself and my husband are nurturing our girls 
equivalent to boys. Now we are not worried about 
dowry . We are confident that they will get right 
partners according to their choice and also they will 
support us in old age if necessary." 


"But to get this confidence, we had to undergo 
lot of physical and mental turmoil. The same village 
community which is very hypocritical, banished us 
saying because of my several abortions, it was a blot 
on their society and hence my husband was punished 
thus. But when we determined not to kill our 
second girl child, they were putting all kinds of 
pressures’ to resort to killing" 


"But we are determined not to kill and are now 
concerned more about their future and education. 
Based on our practical experience, we will groom our 
daughters in such a manner that they will not 
commit the crime as the present day community is 
doing towards girls." 


While saying so, Senthamarai’s face was beaming 
with pride and joy. 


8) FEMALE INFANTICIDE DEFIED THROUGH 
SHEER DETERMINATION OF MOTHERS FOR 
THE PAST THREE GENERATIONS 


Janaki a widow and mother of 3 girl children has 
entirely different version to narrate on female infanticide. 
She considers herself fortunate, since her mother allowed 
her to peep into the world without killing her. She says, 
"This heinous practice of female infanticide has been 
in existence for more than 60 years in Salem region". 
Janaki’s mother, had given birth to 6 daughters in the 
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hope that atleast the last child would be a boy. But 
one disappointment at the time of the birth of each child 
was that she turned out to be a girl, yet another 
problem faced was to defy the family, community and 
yet not accept to kill the girl children. 


Janaki says, eventhough, during those days, my 
mother was bold enough to defy the society and was 
able to bring about 6 girl children, due to my father’s 
death at a very young age. We all girls were of 
immense help to her at all stages of her life. Yet site 
died with a note of disappointment and life of 
unfulfillment, of being not able to nurture a boy. 


Similar to her mother, Janaki also faced stiff 
resistance from her in-law’s when she went on giving 
birth to 3 girl children. The same perservience of her 
mother, enabled her to go ahead with the decision not 
to kill her own children. She felt, having given birth be 
it a boy or girl, it was her responsibility to bring them 
up. Killing the children for no fault of their’s 
manifests, the extreme cruelty human beings are prepared 
for their own selfish interests. 


Even though, she was widowed at a young age of 
37, she was able to ggt her daughters married off 
successfully. She felt that dowry would pose a problem, 
only if you aim for families who are more affluent and 
economically in higher strata than you. If you look in 
for suitable persons much below your lower economic 
strata, the greedy demands would not be much. 


Now she is 45 years old, she is having 6 grand 
daughters. Incidentally all her daughters gave birth to 
two daughters each. But all have opted for terminal 
method of family planning happy with their siblings be it 
boy or girl. Doesn’t these kind of families stand as 
role model for other families ? From the past three 
generations they have been successful in defying the © 
ugly manifestation of female infanticide. They not only 
defied in their own families, but are also strong 


advocates to campaign vehemently against this issue. 


Let us hope against hope that these kind of families 
be on the rise and let the peer group and communities 
learn from them how to respect the girl babies right to 
life. 
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9) A NEW LEASE OF LIFE FOR THE 
ABANDONED GIRL CHILD - RAJATHI 


At a time when the parents are resorting to killing 
their own girl children, we happened to meet an 
excellent couple, from Dharamangalam block, who not 
by choice but by compulsion earlier agreed for giving 
shelter to one day old abandoned girl child at the 
| Loose gy dh hospital. 


‘This incident dates back to 6 years wherein a 
wailing baby’s cry woke Muniappan from his deep 
slumber while on night duty as ward boy in the 
government hospital. Earlier, he dismissed, it , but the 
continuous wailing of child brought instant attention and 
to his dismay he found a barely one day old child was 
bundled and left at the foot steps of the hospital. 
During those days, we donot have even the Cradle baby, 
but yet the child was abandoned, with the hope it 
would receive succour. 


Muniappan, was hesitant to lay his hands on the 
tender child with fear and apprehension that he would be 
unnecessarily involved in embroil with legal and police 
machinery. But he couldnot ignore the child as well. He 
immediately brought his wife from the quarters and 
asked her to feed the child with milk and give shelter 
for the night. During day time, if anybody comes to 
claim the child, we can handover, otherwise the child 
can. be handed over to appropriate authorities. 


eiial, Muniappan’s wife is working as ayah-in the | 
ner school and blessed with two sons. She narrated, 
“Initially, when we gave shelter we never had any 
intention to adopt the girl baby. But as days rolled 
on nobody came to claim for the baby. I also 
developed lot of love on the child as days passed 
by.” 


| _fTt is 6 years since Rajathi has started living with 
us. Her parents were identified to be living in the 
neighbouring village, who belong to higher caste and 
affluent. But Vellai says that they have taken promise 
from her that she will not reveal the truth to anybody. 
bie the same time with chocked voice, she says, 


ae TE ‘anybody now will claim for Rajathi, they 
nase to take her only on my corpse". Her brothers 
a (Vellai’ s sons) also consider her as own sister and 
shower. lot of love and affection on her. This could be 
“noticed. even while the interview was going on. 
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Incidentally the child doesn’t know the story behind her. 
She is a girl with lot of enthusiasm and gay and 
abandon. Her brothers are saving from Rs.25-50 every | 
month for her future expenses. | 


Inspite of all the love and affection, it seems that 
there is a lingering feeling of caste in Vellai’s mind. She 
feels, atleast at the time of marriage, if she joins her 
biological parents , she would get a suitable boy of her 
own caste , otherwise she should be married to a man 
from their caste which is lower than her caste. When 
asked as to why she has such feelings of castesim 
towards her daughter when she is thinking as her own 
genre, she is unable to rationalise. 


But it was an very reassuring experience to meet 
this family, who are leading a hand to mouth existence 
to adopt this child as their own and nurturing her as 
their own. Long live such couples and let us hope more 
such people would come forward to give new lease of 
life to such abandoned girl children. 


10) AN URGE FOR GIRL CHILD !! DO YOU HEAR 
PARENTS ? 


A well educated financially sound family with 
already a loving boy of their own would wilfully come 
forward seeking for adoption of girl child - Is it a dream 
or are we talking about some futuristic things which are 
going to take place in 21st century? We happened to 
meet this couple in metropolitan city in Madras which is 
gaining notoriety and dubious distinction of doing away 
with baby girls in hospital premises itself. 


The couple Sundar and Sujaya is perfectly healthy, 
with no reasons for*abstaining from conceiving second 
child. But it was surprising to note to hear from them 
that they were disappointed to have a baby boy when all 
their hopes were pinned on a girl baby. 


As they say, a mother is educated, the whole family 
is educated proved true to the last core in this family. 
The mother-in-law of Sujaya was the moving spirit 
behind the adoption of their girl baby. Sujaya remarks 
._ "Incidentally, if we trace back the history of our 
family which is steeped in orthodox and tradition had 
deep bias against women. The women were a 
minority and as such were not allowed to bloom at 
all. Eventhough my mother -in -law was highly 
educated during the days when girls going to school 
itself was looked upon with contempt. But again the 
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bias against women lingering in the family totally 
suppressed her talents." 


But, Sujaya’s mother-in-law decided that her 
children should not tread the same path as existing in 
the family lineage. She passed on all her progressive 
outlook to her children - two sons and a daughter. She 
was not just verbal but practical to the point that 
breaking across the caste and creed strictures encouraged 
the children to choose their own life partners. 


"My mother -in-law emerged into a powerful and 
guiding mother spirit behind us. When we were 
contemplating to go in for a second child or not, 
she only motivated and sowed the seed of adopting a 
girl child". 


True to her guidance, "we adopted the girl child 
whom we named as Prerana and nurturing her . 
Incidentally we came to know that she was 
abandoned when she was 3 days old at 
Tiruvannamalai. When we brought her home, she 
was severely malnourished, but now after 10 months 
of time, she has recouped and looking more healthy 
and cheerful". 


Let us hope that more such couples would come 
forward and adopt the girl children and not allow them 
to languish for the motherly love in the institutions. 


PART - Ill 


SURVEY AND RESEARCH 
ANALYSIS REPORT 
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CHAPTER VIII 


SURVEY AND RESEARCH ANALYSIS 
REPORT 


1. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 


In Dharmapuri District of Pappireddipatti Block in 
Tamil Nadu, the health project datas particularly births 
and infant mortality information collected from 1991 to 
1993 - was the primary source of the study. Focussing 
female infanticide, 71 families committed female 
infanticide were studied by applying case study method 
with the adoption of interview guide, interview and 
observation tools. 


In Salem District of Omalur Block in Tamil Nadu 
opinion survey of female infanticide was conducted with 
47 tamilies committed female infanticide and 250 indirect 
information sources drawn from community Nutrition 
workers, Teachers and village leaders through a survey 
schedule. Among the Primary source- that 1s families, 
who have committed female infanticide - case study 
methods was used to elicit information added to it with 
variable analysis such as caste, family, causal and 
consequence analysis were also made in this study. 


TABLE NO.1 


SHOWING DIRECT & INDIRECT 
RESPONDENTS STUDIED 


69 INutitoS 
| Worker 
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TABLE NO.2 


1 2>Graduate | oe | 8 
echnical Edn. | 


TABLE NO.3 
OCCUPATION OF THE RESPONDENTS 


Occupation of Irec i Percen 
.| the Respondents : ‘ tage 


TABLE NO.4 
OPINION ON KILLING THE FEMALE CHILD 


Direct |Percen- | Indirect | Percen- 
Respon-| tage | Respon- tage 
dents dents 
Practice 
02.) Sinful and Cru O06 5 9] 36 
de Practices 
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ay te iven Wirect [Percen-| Indirect | 
ids oe tage Brent: 
dents dents. 


.| A Practice arisi- 


ng out of low | 
status of women 


.| A practice due 
to Failure of 
Government 
Policy of preve- 
ntive efforts 


TABLE NO.5 


SOCIAL REASONS FOR FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Percen- | Indirect 


tage 


Social Reasons 
No.| given for killing |Respon- | Respon- 
Female Children | | dents 
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O2. Perteption of 

social burden 18 
03] Deterioration of 

status. of Wo- 18 E5 45 18 

ocala 


es 
Mother | 2 


roe Inability of 
| Mother to rear 
the child due to | 
poor health of 
the mother 


074 Culture of pref- 
erence to Males 


O09] Lack of Commu 
| nity &Social ac- 
tion against 

Female Children 
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Fear of Loosing 
_ Dignity of the 


family 
Lack of prote- 


ction to young 
girls 


TABLE NO.6 
ECONOMIC REASONING 


Economic Rea- 
soning 


O2}Cost of rearing- | : 
& marriage are 
high 


03jPoverty and 
lack of employ- 
iment | 


O4jLack of reach 

| of Government 

Programmes to 
Women and Girls 


05|Percreption of 
Low Economic 
Utility 
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TABLE NO.7 
SHOWING OTHER REASONS CITED 


. | Lack of Male 
Child as per 
their preference 


ra foriience of 
| Neighbours 


Lack of Penal 
Measures by 
Government 


O06. | Influence of 
Cinema 


Women in 
the system 


TABLE NO.8 


DECISION MAKERS OF FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Decision 
Maker 


fof [| =] 
02. | Husband's 34 124 
Mother 


Si aS ae 


04. | Husband's 
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ieecea. 
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Direct 
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: dents 
Mother/Father 
of the Wife 
| 06. | Village Dai B48 
O7.| Neighbours/ | 
| Relatives = 2 3 1 


Decision 
Maker 


Zn 
O 


TABLE NO.9 


PEOPLE WHO COMMIT FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Girl Child Born to Die in Killing Fields? 65 


TABLE NO.10 


REASONS GIVEN AFTER KILLING 
THE CHILD 


Percen- | Indirect 
tage | Respon- 


As per astro- 
logical predi- 
ction of doom 
to the family 


Expected Male 
Child and hen- 4 O5 
ce killed | 
“eae 
ao | 
00 50 


05.| Economic drain 
to the family 


1 


TABLE NO.11 
ORDINAL POSITON OF THE CHILD KILLED 


Percen- 
tage 
1 


ee 


04. 
Fifth Child 


Sixth Child 
07. 


] 
18 100 


| 
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TABLE NO.12 


CASTE COMPOSITION OF THE FAMILIES WHO 
KILLED FEMALE CHILDREN 


Percen- | Indirect | Percen 
ae Respon- | -tage 
dents 


Direct 
Respon- 


Caste 
Composition 


Vellalar 
=e. rs 


— 1S 
Caste 
| Scheduled 
Tribes 
05 a 


* Other Castes comprises Chettiars and Naidus 


TABLE NO.13 


SHOWING THE TIME DURATION OF 
KILLING FEMALE CHILDREN 


Direct Percen- irec Percen 
Respon-| tage BS tage 
dents dents 


Scanning and 
Foeticide 


One Week 
from the Date 
of Birth 


q 
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TABLE NO.14 


WHERE FEMALE INFANTICIDE IS 
COMMITTED? 


Place of 
Killing 


At Husband's 
House 

O2. | At Wife's 12 
tk o 

= 


fs Soap , 
TOTAL 350 


TABLE NO.15 
METHOD OF KILLING FEMALE CHILDREN 


.|Method used to {Direct | Percen-|Indirect | Percen 
.| Kill Female Respon+ tage |Respon- tage 
Children dents dents 
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TABLE NO. 16 


REASONS FOR OBTAINING MEDICAL 
CERTIFICATE BY PARENTS 


taining Medical 
Certificate 


To protect from 
the harassment 
of Police 


.| To escape from 
the law 

.| To cover up the 29 25 
death 


118 | 100 


TABLE NO. 17 


REASON FOR NOT USING FAMILY PLANNING 


using Family 
Planning 


Craze for Male 
child-avoided 
Family Planning 


Lack of Moti- 
vation and 

Communication 
by Government 


Health Staff 


Lack of Reach 
of Family Plann- 
ing Methods 
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TABLE NO.18 


OPINION ABOUT GOVERNMENT CRADLE BABY 
SCHEME 


Sl. Decision Direct |Percen- | Indirect 
No. Maker Respon-| tage | Respon- 
; den dents 
ct Girl Children 
ie = 3 es 


Percen- 
tage 


O3.| Not an Appli- 
cable scheme 


| -FOFAL — 


TABLE NO.19 
SHOWING UTILITY OF THE SCHEME 


Utility of the | Direct {Percen- | Indirect | Percen- 
: Scheme Respon-| tage | Respon- tage 
dents | dents 

.| Necessary to 14 12 io 50 
Continue 

O2.}| Scheme can be 104 88 125 50 
scrapped 

a TOTAL 118 100 250 | 100 


TABLE NO.20 


TABLE SHOWING THE PRACTICE OF 
REGISTRATION OF BIRTH OF FEMALE 
CHILDREN 


Registration Indirect | Percen 
of Children Respon- tage 
| in ae, 
78 
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TABLE NO. 21 
REASONS STATED FOR REGISTRATION 


Percen 
tage 


Indirect 
Respon- 


Direct 
Respon- 
dents 


| Reasons for 
Registration 


For getting 
Government 
Scheme 


For School 
Admission 


TABLE NO. 22 


ORIGIN OF FEMALE INFANTICIDE 


Indirect | 
Respon- 


Direct 
Respon- 


Origin for 
Female 
Infanticide 


PART - IV 
ADMINISTRATIVE INTERVENTIONS 
& 

NGO INTERVENTIONS 
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CHAPTER IX 
CRADLE BABY SCHEME 


In the wake of several reports on the incidences of 
female infanticide in Tamil Nadu, the state government 
introduced a scheme of CRADLE BABY during the end 
of 1992. Under this scheme, if a couple doesnot want a 
newly born female child, it can be deposited in the 
cradle provided at public health centres or noon-meal 
centres and from then on the child’s future becomes the 
responsibility of the state government instead of resorting 
to female infanticide. 


The State government mandate claims that so far 
68 babies have been saved under this scheme and 
handed over to responsible and reputed voluntary 
organisations. 28 babies have died due to congenital 
diseases. 


The scheme though temporary measure has been 
basically evolved to save the life of the girl child rather 
than being done away to death by the parents. The 
governments measure to provide cradle’s for the 
abandoned baby is laudable.’ But at the same time it is 
not addressing the root-cause of the problem. It is 
merely an attempt to rehabilitate the abandoned baby. 
It has got the danger of encouraging the parents to 
abandon the girl children and retain the boy children 
alone. It will also lead to the endless production of 
children. Again institutionalising of everything is not a 
right step. The institute replacing the family should be 
discouraged at all levels. 


Further whatever said and done, the caste and 
community factors are so great that the parents would 
not like their child to grow up with people of other 
community or caste. They openly say, 


"We would rather give seven daughters to Yama, 
then even one to another community". 


"Why should we give birth and hand over the 
child to government care ?" 


"If alive and abandoned we have to Keep 
worrying as to. whether it reached the right place 
or not? Whether it is being nurtured and taken 


care of ?" 
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"In case the child identifies the parents and 
come to meet us , we do not have courage to face 
such situation ." 


"Instead of rendering the child orphan when we 
are alive, it is better it die a peaceful death in front 
of us.” 


"In order to deposit the baby in the cradle, the 
whole world has to close its eyes to this event. It 
should not know who has deposited the baby . Is 
it possible ?" 


"If anybody see’s us depositing the baby and tip 
off the police, then we would have to face the wrath 
of the administration." 


"Moreover the cradles are available in health 
centres, do you expect us to take the baby and 
travel the distance and deposit the baby and come 
back without being noticed by any one ?" 


"The village community knows that the baby has 
been delivered, what reply do we have to give them 
when they seek the baby ?" 


"If we are able to nurture the girl child we will 
do so otherwise we prefer to kill her ..... 


Inspite of the cradle scheme in existence, due to the 
various reasons cited above, the parents prefer to either 
kill their daughters, or those who donot have a heart to 
adopt any harsh method of killings have adopted to 
abandoning the children in dust-bins, along the river bed 
and few have been rescued even from toilets. There 
have been even cases of animal bites on small babies 
and ultimately succumbing to the injuries among the 
babies who were abandoned in the dust-bins. 


After nearly two years of the scheme, it has come 
to the notice of the public that cradles have been 
withdrawn from the health centres. The reasons 
attributed being that due to installation of the cradles the 
incidence of female infanticide in these areas have come 
down drastically. In this logic the cradles have been 
withdrawn forthwith. It is unfortunate to attain political 
mileage, the real genesis of the problem of female 
infanticide is being totally neglected. 


Instead of a multi-pronged approach, piece-meal 
interventions is not going to last in the long way. There 
is always a danger that slowly the attention to this 
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problem may wither away passing time. Why does the 
government fail to understand that the problem of female 
infanticide is more a social problem. Unless and until 
relentless campaign is mounted at all levels with multi- 
pronged approach, the problem will not meet its end. 


Another difficulty with the government machinery 
being involved is that the different department’s are not 
fully sensitised to the issue. The co-ordination between 
the different departments is lagging. While the TINIP 
(Tamil Nadu Integrated Nutrition Programme) who have 
been assigned the responsibility in forming the Madar 
Sangams(Women Groups) termed Neighbourhood groups 
under the programme of "Girl Child" project of 
UNICEF. There is lot of variation of the data presented 
by the TINIP and the health department staff. Both of 
them are at loggerheads over the issue of occurrence of 
female infanticide with the later denying and earlier 
having recorded the incidence. Further with new 
emerging programmes of government, the same available 
staff are overloaded with new assignments with no 
respite for the already existing work load. In these 
circumstances it is but natural the commitment needed 
for such social causes would be at loss. 


As a responsible administration, the people’s views 
and feelings should also be taken into consideration. 
The penal approach to the problem as such is going to 
ageregate the situation. Whom do we hold responsible? 
The society and its strictures, the community within, 
who due to fallacies and false build up enjoins upon 
several restrictions and ceremonies, the parents who 
succumb to the pressures of the society? 


Further when NGO mounts campaign, it is in no 
mean way trying to indict the local administration. The 
campaign is basically meant to sensitise the public to the 
burning issue and enable the public and administration to 
focus attention on the issue immediately. The 
administration cannot be hold responsible for these 
socially and culturally motivated killings. But why then 
the administration is not positive to such focus of the 
reports ? 


Tackling of any social problem is time consuming 
and needs lot of perservience and at the same time the 
emotional outbursts of the people and its sentiments 
must also be weighed. The policies and programmes 
should address the problem at the grass-root level rather 
than the top to bottom approach. Any problem whose 
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roots are remaining untouched would always need only 
rehabilitative measures assuming that the problem cannot 
be wiped out at the grass root level. And enacting 
policies merely for the sake of mounting pressure from 
media with little focus on the problem would lead to no 
where. 


In the similar fashion to curb female infanticide as 
rehabilitative measure CRADLE BABY SCHEME was 
launched. The social reasons behind the problem have 
been left behind. And though the government claims 
that its real success of this programme lies the day 
when the cradles are done away with totally. In their 
enthusiasm, to achieve and portray the success, slowly 
the cradles are withdrawn and proclamations are given 
that the infanticide is on the decline without touching the 
crux of the issue. 


One is left behind in lurch to ponder has cradle 
baby scheme really worked wonders in eluding parents 
from committing female infanticide ?? Could somebody 
enlighten how this scheme had been successful in 
creating a social impact ? But with these kind of 
proclamations, there is always danger that the core issue 
of the problem would be left behind and the focussed 
attention on the problem would diminish in no time. 
The schemes may die a slow death but yet the problem 
of female infanticide would remain the same or would 
spread to a larger extent. 
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CHAPTER X 


AN INTERVIEW WITH BETHEL - 
DANISHPET AUTHORITIES (RECIPIENT 
OF BABIES THROUGH CRADLE BABY 

SCHEME) 


During the survey and research study on female 
infanticide being carried out in Omalur block of Salem 
district. It was felt to take first hand interview with 
institutions who have taken the onerous responsibility of 
nurturing the girl babies deposited through the cradle 
baby scheme. Incidentally the Joint Secretary of the 
Bethel - Danishpet Mr. Vijay Kumar had agreed tc 
answer the various queries raised. The synopsis of the 
interview has been as under: 


* “At the moment we have 6 girl babies whe 
have come through the cradle baby scheme 
We didnot volunteer ourselves to fetch these 
girl babies. But upon Tahsildar’s request we 
agreed to nurture the baby girls". 


* “Apart from the babies from the above scheme, 
number of requests from the neighbours and 
relatives keep pouring in when they sense that 
female infanticide would take place in particular 
house hold of the village. We also go to such 
places and procure the girl children. 
Sometimes, the villagers themselves bring in the 
girl children and donot give us any information 
pertaining to parents of the girl child and 
deposit them with us. In this manner so far 
we have 23 girl babies". 


* "He laments, even if parents abandon the 
babies in the cradle, somebody or other would 
nurture them, but number of mothers in the 
rural areas are resorting to taking medicines at 
the time of pregnancy in an attempt to abort 
the foetus. Though the abortion does not take 
place, the child is rendered with physical 
anomalies most particularly the heart, lungs and 
the brain of the child are affected. In such 
circumstances, it seems impossible to bring 
about the child in healthy fashion. Even the 
present 6 babies are not in very healthy 
condition ". 
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"So far two girl children under the Cradle baby 
scheme had to be performed with Open heart 
surgery. The expenses incurred for the same 
ranges from Rs.60,000/- to Rs.1,00,000/-. Since 
it is an orphan child, the authorities at CMC- 
Vellore had agreed to do the operation with 
funds pooled from themselves and Bethel". 


On asking to comment about the future of the girl 
children who are abandoned and homeless - He 
said, "Even the parents are resorting to such 
decision of abandoning the girl children on the 
pretext of the dowry, you can easily imagine 
what would be status of the girl children who 
are rendered homeless, without caste and 
community identity. Yet, if they possess 
aptitude for higher studies, education would be 
provided to them, otherwise according to their 
interest they would be imparted with vocational 
skill. Most of the time, we train them in 
Nursing and medical aid, teachers and absorb 
them in our institution. Apart from this we 
spend from Ks.10,000 - Rs.20,000 at the time of 
their marriage ". 
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~CHAPTER XI 


AN INTERVIEW WITH SUB- 
INSPECTOR OF POLICE ON FEMALE 
| INFANTICIDE. | ¢ 


There has been considerable discussions and debates 
in several platforms that the administration especially the 
law and order personnel (namely the police) are hand in 
glove with the communities which are openly committing 
female infanticide. It was felt, that it would be more 
appropriate, if we could have a first hand interview with 
police personnel themselves and get their side of the 
story. Initially two three police stations whom we 
approached refused to part with any information on this 
aspect. But one police sub-inspector attached with police 
station in Salem district agreed to air his views provided 
we donot publicise his name and police station. On 
agreeing to his conditions he revealed thus: 


"Female infanticide is going on in this region 
even till this day but all are covered up with active 
connivance of the village community." 


"In this year alone more than 200 cases of 
female infanticide have taken place in our region, but 
not a single case could be filed." 


"The biggest drawback with us being inspite of 
identifying the parents who had committed female 
infanticide, we are not able to book cases just 
because there is nobody willing to give witness to the 
event. The doctor also has to issue certificate 
certifying the causes of the death. Lot of running 
across has to be done around the courts. And once 
the case is booked either it has to be solved or it 
cannot be closed". 


"Recently , One villager complained that a 
person named Kuppuswamy had killed the girl child 
born to him. Based on the complaint, Tahsildar, 
Inspector and two constables went to his village. 
But he showed us a certificate issued from the 
government. doctor that the child died due to 
premature delivery. What more can the law enforcing 
authorities do than returning back ?” 


"People do say, that pelice cover up the cases 
when they are given adequate money. It is an 
independent country and freedom of speech cannot be 
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denied. But why are people not coming forward with 
witness and proof ? The judiciary and law are not 
sleeping but only waiting for right opportunity." 


"We have to blame not only the parents but the 
village community as such. They remain mute 
spectators to ail these happenings. Infact they render 
all possibile moral support to the parents in enabling. 
them to kill their children. Their only logic being, if 
tomorrow, in our house also the same situation arises 
then the community will render support to us." 


"Moreover we are under pressure from higher 
authorities not to take such cases where there is least 
possibility of getting witness and community support." 


"Besides, in cases of murder of the new born 
babies, except for the mother, nobody recognises the 
child. Nobody has seen the child and therefore 
nobody Knows to whom it belongs. The problem is 
more social and we can play very little role to check 
the menace." se 


While getting a heart to heart chat with the police 
personnel to an extent we agree that with the 
bureaucratic procedures and law ensuring mechanisms, 
these kind of heinous crimes are easily getting out of 
hold and reach of the law ensuring authorities. 


To illustrate a typical case on how the people try to 
elicit ways and methods to avoid the police.. 


Chinnapa Gounder and Shanthi had 3 year old 
daughter and for the second time, a daughter was born. 
Since they were living in the region popularly known for 
committing female infanticide, the police personnel sensed 
that this couple may commit female infanticide. They 
took a written statement from the couple saying that 
they would not commit the same to their second 
daughter. Every day police personnel were deputed to 
his house in mufti and seen to it that the girl child is 
surviving. This irked Chinnapa Gounder very much and 
felt that it was blot on him and his community. He felt 
that he has become the centre object for discussion 
among one and all. He asks the interviewer as to how 
long can administration depute persons to keep a watch 
on me. What can the administration do, if I resort to 
killing my first girl child instead of the second ?? 


This is a typical case of the need for attitudinal 
change but any number of measures we make for 
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enforcing legislations, community always finds other 
means to commit the crime. With limited manpower 
and bureaucratization, personalisation of the problem and 
Steps to counter the same cannot take place in the long 
run. It is mental make up of the community which 
should be diffused against the negative image of girl 
child. 


( This particular case study has been from Madurai 
district) 
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CHAPTER XII 


*THE FOLLOWING ARE THE FACTS AND 
ACTION TAKEN ON THE INCIDENTS OF 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN SALEM DISTRICT. 


On appearance of news items in the dailies about 
the alleged female infanticide, and after knowing the 
cruel practice of female infanticide in some parts of the 
District particularly in Edappadi, Sankari, Kolathur, 
Thiruchengode, Mecheri and Taramangalam areas; several 
rounds of discussions were had with officials of Medical 
Department, Health Department, Social welfare 
Department and other voluntary organisations to take 
efforts to eradicate immediately this in-human practice by 
adopting various extension methods. 


The reasons adduced for this social evil were found 
to be 


a. Apprehension about dowry 

b. To avoid fragmentation and sub-division of family 
properties 

c. Astrological belief. 


The society has professed this evil as they have to 
spend huge amount in the form of dowry to their 
daughters at the time of marriage besides gold 
ornaments. Secondly, if they have more children their 
properties will be split and subdivided. So in order to 
keep their immovable and movable properties secure 
and safe and undivided and also to avoid expenditure on 
bringing up of a female child, they process this method. 
iven it 1s stated that local witches and astrologers in the 
Villages predict about the pros and cons about the birth 
of a child and if their version is on the negative side, 
the baby will live no more. 


After having convened a meeting with all 
departmental officials and various service minded people, 
processions, meetings and personal persuasion were 
organised not only with ;the help of Government 
machinery but also with the help of voluntary agencies 
to make an awareness. Besides, in the "Total Literacy 
Mission" to be launched shortly, wide publicity will be 
given depicting about the evil practice which is 
prevailing even in these civilised modern days. 


* (This is extract of Mandate distributed by Salem 
Collectorate) 
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It was decided to list out all the women employees 
in village level from the Departments of Public Health, 
Social Welfare, Rural Development, Education, etc., | 
Tamil Nadu Women Development Corporation, Tamil 
Nadu Integrated Nutrition Project ete., and they will be 
made to propagate the evils of this social menace and 
persuade the pregnant mothers to desist from adopting 
this practice and also preach them about family welfare 
methods and the various welfare measures extended by 
Government for the development of womentolk. 


As an outcome of the discussions again held with 
the various Departmental Officials and voluntary agencies 
like community services Guild. Society for community 
Development and Madhar Sangams etc., It was decided 
that the following measures shall be undertaken for the 
eradication of this social menace. 


(1) At the village level to conduct periodical meetings in 
villages under the leadership of the popularly 
accepted men of the villages who are called Oor 
Goundars and with the assistance of local V.A.O., 
Village Health Nurse, Rural Welfare Office, Revenue 
Inspector, female workers of Social Welfare 
Department. Integrated Child Development Project, 
Integrated Nutrition Project, and local Mahila 
Samajams etc to discuss and propagate about the 
eradication of this evil practice, 


(2) At the Block level, to form a Committee with the 
respective Tahsildar as Chairman, the Block 
Development Officer as Vice Chairman, the officials 
of Departments connected with the Women Welfare, 
leading members of the Madhar Sangam of the 
local area and the concerned Inspector of Police as 
Member. 


(3) At the District level, to form an Informal Committee 
with Collector as Chairman and all M.L.A‘’s, M.P’s., 
leading Social Workers and the District heads of 
Departments which are looking after the women’s 
welfare. 


The following measures are also being adopted to 
control this evil practice: 


i. Close monitoring over the birth and growth of 
female children in viliages will have to be ensured, 
The information about the death of a girl child 
within one year should be brought to the notice of 
the Tahsildar, who will depute a Deputy Tahsildar 
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who is normally the Zonal Deputy Tahsildar of the 
area, to visit the place along with the Medical 
Officer of the Primary Health Centre and conduct a 
detailed enquiry about the death of the child and 
come out with a report on the cause of death. If 
any foul play is suspected, criminal action will be 
initiated by the Deputy Tahsildar against the parents 
of the child and also the local witch or the 
astrologer or any person who abets the commission 
of the offence. In this connection, it is felt that it 
may be necessary to enact a Legislation immediately 
to exercise control over the death of female children 
with powers to prosecute the parents and other 
abetting the offence as in the case of dowry deaths 
in which the inquiry is conducted by the Revenue 
Divisional Officer on the report of the police. The 
Act could be called ” Tamil Nadu Prevention of 
Female Infanticide Act” 


. The birth of the child should be got registered in 


the Primary Health Centre, with the names of father 
and mother and they should keep a close watch 
over the healthy growth of the child. The village 
Health Nurse attached to the Maternity Sub-centre 
of Health Department and the concerned Village 
Administrative Officer should be made responsible to 
report about the death of the female children in the 
villages and the local Medical officer of the Primary 
Health Centre should also be held responsible for 
such death of children in their respective area as it 
is his/her duty to exercise proper control and 
supervision over the village level workers, who are 
supposed to give continuous prenatal and postnatal 
care and give immunisation cover to the new born 
babies. 


The Village Health Nurse should furnish a list of 
pregnant mothers in the 8th or 9th month of 
pregnancy to the Primary Health Centre and the 
Village Administrative Officer concerned so that 
immediately after birth, necessary entry will be 
made in the Birth Register of the Village and the 
possible omission of the birth of a child and 
subsequently its death due to female infanticide 
would be averted. The Zonal Deputy Tahsildar and 
the medical Officer of Primary Health Centre should 
correlate the reports of village Health Nurse and 
Village Administrate Office and ensure that there is 
no omission in recording the births. 
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iv. Large number of groups of women are going to be 
formed under DWCRA Scheme (Development of 
Women and Children in Rural Areas) for which I 
have already given sufficient instructions. While 
starting gem cutting units in this area, only the 
women folk in the area prone for infanticide are 
given priority for starting such units. 


v. Under the Tamil Nadu Women Development Project 
implemented under International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), 280 groups have 
been identified and these groups would work for the 
improvement of women in the villages. They will 
also propagate the evils of female infanticide and 
various welfare measures undertaken by Government 
to give boost to the social status and security of the 
women in the villages. 


Under the TOTAL LITERACY CAMPAIGN which 
is to be launched in this District shortly and it will be 
the biggest forum which will play the vital role in the 
eradication of female infanticide in villages. 


Talks were also had with the principals, NSS/NCC 
Programme officers of all Colleges in Salem District to 
adopt one or two nearest villages by each college and 
organise systematically to pass on the message by the 
student groups while carrying out social services under 
NSS/NCC Programmes. 


In the Family Welfare Leaders Training Camps 
organised by Health & Family Welfare Departments at 
Villages, the evils of female infanticide, the facilities 
available under Union Welfare Scheme to females are 
explained to villages. The voluntary organisations in 
Salem District take active role in this eradication 
programme by way of conducting rallies meeting, 
erection of hoarding, printing & distribution of phamplets 
and notices pertaining to Female Infanticide prevention 
campaign. 


Besides, during visits to villages by the Collector 
the women folk were met and enquired about this evil 
practice in the villages and advised them the need for 
curbing it. After my such talks with these groups of 
people, it is understood that people realise this as a 
cruel practice but for the pressure given by the in-laws 
of the family, they are forced to commit this practice. 


Due to heavy pressure exercised through various 
activities 62 babies were saved in Salem District. Out 
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of 78 babies deposited in the cradles which have been 
kept in all vulnerable places (Panchayat Union: Offices 
and Primary Health Centres) in the District. Among the 
children, in the first instance, we have shifted 5 children 
from Salem to Madras and these children have been 
received by the Hon’ble Minister for Social Welfare of 
the 62 children, 25 to S.O.S., Tambaram, Madras 
through Karnaprayag, which are welfare centres for 
women and Children, 5 babies to Mother Therasa 
Home, Salem, 2 Babies to Raja Rajeswari Mahila Sabha, 
Salem have been handed over and 5 babies have been 
returned to the parents with their whole hearted 
acceptance duly giving proper advice and 12 babies are 
in the government intensive care centres and 6 to Bethel, 
Danishpet and 7 Donavur, Tirunelveli. 


In Co-ordination with the Police cases have been 
booked under section 302 and 315 against the parents 
perpetrated this social evil in Salem District. As and 
when any information received through any source, 
about the suspected female infanticide, the Tahsildar and 
Police Personnel were deputed to conduct detail enquiry, 
if it is found true, exhumation is done; a full fledged 
case against the perpetrators and abettors has been 
booked. This has created some amount of moral fear 
in the minds of the vulnerable group of people in the 
District. Like this, the whole official machinery of the 
District, Particularly Revenue, Panchayat Development 
Health and Social Welfare has been geared upto take 
steps to percolate the message to all. All out efforts are 
being taken to eradicate this social evil which has been 
here for decades together. In fact to the satisfaction of 
the District Administrations the above measures taken for 
the prevention of this cruel practice began to yield 
fruitful results and the common practice has now come 
down to an appreciable extent and this lives further hope 
that in due course, the female infanticide rate will come 
to a "Zero" point. 


WOMEN AND CHILD WELFARE - WELFARE 
MEASURES - SALEM DISTRICT 


Apart from the efforts taken by the District 
Administration to make the challenges and its continuous 
process to curb the female infanticide using all the 
available forum, the women folk are also given much 
importance and benefited while giving welfare assistance 
through barbarous schemes implemented by the various 
Government Departments. 
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The District Officials in social welfare department 
set up cradles in selected places by various government 
department to protect unwanted female children and 
motivate constructive co-operation from the voluntary 
institutions in this regard. 


Frame work for an action plan during 93-95 is to 
be drafted by the Tamil Nadu Integrated Nutrition 
project with the consultation of UNICEF and other 
related Government Departments. 


Government Mohan Kumaramangalam Medical 
College Hospital, Salem is doing a pivotal role at the 
entry point by providing proper health care to the 
brought up cradle children. At present the unwanted 
female children are being brought up at the government 
protective Home, Salem. 


In giving land and house site assignment Patta” to 
the landless poort, the name of women are included in 
the titles among with men, namely joint patta. 


The police department registering cases against the 
culprits involved in the female infanticide and thus had 
created a moral and legal fear among the wrong does. 


Free legal aid is being given to the poor women 
folk affected by the social evils of the society. 


Many couples, who have no issues come eagerly to 
adopt the unwanted female infants and their applications 
are got registered. The matter has been taken up by 
social Defence Department to get the early clearance 
from the government for giving the children for adoption 
following simplified rules and regulations. 


Total No.of babies deposited in 


cradles set up in various places 78 
No. of babies dies. Due to diseases 
and premature birth 16 


No. of babies handed over to 

S.O.S., Tambaram and other 

Voluntary Organisations ; 57 
No. of babies returned to parents 5 


Infant mortality rate which was very high in 1990 
ie. 76.2% has been reduced to 67.5 in 1992, and at the 
end of July ’93 57.4. The~ measures taken to curb this 
evil practice one of the reason for the reduction of 


Infant mortality rate. 
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Under the Puratchi Thalavi Dr. Jayalalitha Scheme 
for the protect of the girl child with ome criteria at 
about Rs.13,000/- is given as assistance for the 
education of the female children till attaining 20 years of 
age, till as on date certificate for such assistance have 
been given for 189 parents. 


In the Schools run under the Adi Dravidar and 
Tribal Welfare Scheme, 5243 schools are running and 21 
hostels with the accommodation for 1047 girls are 
maintained. They are also benefited with scholarship, 
text books, slates and uniforms. House site pattas are 
issued infavour of ladies. Under economic betterment, 
11 women were sanctioned subsidy of Rs.1500/- each 
for the purchase of plough bulls through banks and 30 
women beneficiary have been sanctioned sewing 
machines during 1992-93 with the cost of Rs.45,000/- 


Likewise under the assistance given by District 
Backward Classes Welfare Department, 82 women have 
been provided with Iron Boxes during last two years. 


During this year, house site pattas have been given 
to 3524 women beneficiaries. 


Under the assistance given by the THADCO 283 
women beneficiaries were given Rs.7.82 lakhs subsidy 
for their self employment, employment training and for 
running small trades. : 


Prevention of female infanticide campaign is raised 
to the national level too. The Chair person of the 
National Women Commission has visited Salem on 2-9- 
93 and studied the activities done so far. She assured 
to render her fullest cooperation at the apex level. 


The District Rural Development Agency, Salem 
formed 25 women groups in 1992-93 under DWCRA 
schemes for running various trades, gem cutting, weaving 
of coconut thatches, readymade garments, Beedi making 
and Tailoring. The women beneficiaries in each group 
are 11 to 20 and they were assisted with the subsidy of 
Rs.28 lakhs. It is also planned to form 25 women 
groups for their income guarantee by running various 
trades as mentioned above with the total cost of Rs.45 
lakhs. | 


Thus, the District Administration along with the 
active Voluntary Organisations taking all possible efforts 
to eradicate this evil practice in Salem District and hope 
the goal will be achieved in near feature. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


THE FURY..OF . DISTRICE 
ADMINISTRATION AT NGO’S 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST FEMALE 

INFANTICIDE §!!! 


What happens when a social evil like "Female 
Infanticide" issue is mounted for campaign by an NGO? 
When A.I.D. embarked upon the campaign against 
female infanticide in Dharmapuri district in Tamil Nadu 
it got a very raw dealing from the district administration. 
Initially in 1991 itself when the NGO’s attention was 
drawn to the occurrences of the incidence of female 
infanticide, it had given series of memorandums to the 
district administration. But litthe or no notice was taken 
by the authorities concerned. 


When the health reports of the NGO were 
constantly recording that the girl babies who were born, 
few registered and few unregistered were found dead 
under mysterious circumstances. It found it necessary 
that a detailed survey has to be taken up to substantiate 
the occurrences of female infanticide, to analyse the 
causes behind the same and to evolve strategies to 
minimise the occurrence of female infanticide. 


It felt that in order to reach wider public audience, 
a focus in media would be helpful. But eventhough it 
was successful in portryating in media , it had 
boomeranging effect in the district especially with the 
authorities. The focus in media on female infanticide 
especially in Dharmapuri district had ripple effects among 
the concerned authorities. Basically it was taken as a 
blot on the administration. 


It never recognised the need and necessity to invite 
the NGO for talks and to take joint efforts to root out 
the social evil from roots. But altogether an negative 
attitude and animosity was developed towards the 
organisation in total. But it is the same government 
which always invites the NGO’s to mount campaign 
against any social evils or atrocities. What a paradoxical 
situation? 


When a reporter from reputed newspaper had 
narrated the interview of the persons who had 
committed female infanticide in toto without changing the 
names and villages of the persons. The local 
government staff were engaged to visit the same villages 
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as reported in the newspaper and took written statement 
from few individuals in the same village who had not 
committed female infanticide saying so. 


Further the chief of the district administration had 
given oral instructions that no co-operation should be 
rendered to the organisation for carrying forward their 
work and especially the schools or panchayat bhavans 
should not be given for the organisation during their 
trainings. 


On the other hand pressure was built up on the 
medical fraternity from the same district administration as 
to how they could let loose such things happening 
directly under their nose ? But the medical fraternity 
had a grudge as to what should be the botheration of 
the NGO as to who embarks upon killing whose girl 
child ? They also felt that this is not a new 
phenomenon and occurring in the region for more than 
2 decades. But what astonished the NGO was leave 
alone their non-co-operation but the total heartless and 
indifferent attitude of the so called medical fraternity 
towards the problem. 


The problem indirectly took political dimensions as 
well. Infact crude abortions were also indirectly related 
to female infanticide and as well as a family planning 
measure. This has been thriving right under the nose of 
the police station in one of the blocks in Dharmapuri 
district. An highlight of this issue was taken as an 
offence on the local people mainly by the political 
parties. These politicians never bothered to look at any 
social dimensions of the problems existing directly under 
their eyes in their own constitution. But they wanted to 
politisise the issue, mobilise the public and wrongly 
motivate them against the campaign of the organisation. 


On the proclaimed International Women’s Day, all 
the women activists of the organisation were abused in 
the most unparliamentary words by the political party 
functionaries and were threatened with physical abuse as 
well. Their only fault was that they were prepared to 
bring in facts existing in the region and wanted to 
mount campaign against the social evils. The political 
parties forced the local public hall owners to refund the 
money to the organisation and not to allow the 
organisation to carry ahead the Women day celebrations. 


Further they declared general bandh in the block. 
These brave politicians who cannot defy injustices 
occurring in their region had resorted and arranged to 
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beat their own rural women who would come to 
participate in the rally . Liquor was flowing free in the 
region with due thanks to the MLA’s efforts. Finally 
they could only mar the Women’s day programme. But 
the determination of the women activists were given a 
boost to carry forward the campaign inspite of the hostile 
atmosphere. 


They threatened to oust the NGO from the region 
and even now the administration makes it a point in all 
NGO meetings to talk against the organisation. They 
have been left out from all the development programmes 
of the region which have to be carried forward by the 
NGO with collaboration of the district administration. It 
is shameful to say that these are the sorry state of 
affairs when NGO mounts campaign which donot come 
under the positive parameters of the government 
authorities. 


Eventhough Salem is neighbouring district of 
Dharmapuri in TamilNadu. We could see the glaring 
difference in approach to the same problem of female 
infanticide which is also striked its ugly roots in Salem 
district. The Salem district authorities.-have 
acknowledged the occurrence of female infanticide and 
have worked out mandate to curb the social evil. It is 
acknowledged in the unofficial circles that any news that 
appears especially on Dharmapuri district is strictly 
censored and under vigil since it happens to be the 
political constituency of certain important political party 


Girl Child Born to Die in Killing Fields? 91 


CHAPTER XIV 


INTERVENTION PLAN FOR FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Female infanticide, the cannibalistic act of 
exterminating new born female babies, among a stray 
sections of the community, a recapitulation of the past, 
is a matter of greater concern to those who are 
concerned with human rights in general and women 
rights in particular. The right to life, the most precious 
and fundamental of all rights of many new born female 
children, are taken away by the community, for being 
born as a female child. Is it their fault to be born as a 
female child? Why is it, only female children alone are 
bearing the brunt of the humanity in certain pockets 
among certain communities? 


Pappireddipatty block in Dharmapuri district of 
Tamilnadu is one such area where the phenomena of 
female infanticide was recorded. The causes, 
consequences and intervention plans are proposed for 
addressing this problem on the basis of Alternative for 
India Development’s (AID) experience for eight years in 
the block. 


CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES 


Unless and until the demographic features and 
causes for female infanticide is explicitly known, the 
intervention plan with strategies for operation, may not 
be convincing. Hence a brief write up of the causes and 
the consequences are delineated on the basis of the 
causal analysis in the social, economic and cultural 
context of Pappireddipatty block. 


1. Stray incidence of Female infanticide though is 
prevalent among all the caste groups, higher 
frequency was found among Vanniar pockets than 
other caste groups (special reference to 
Pappireddipatti). 


2. Lack of employment-both among educated and 
shrinkage of culture specific employment and 
independent source of income for livelihood for 
women forced them to take decision for female 
infanticide. 


3. The increased demand for dowry for female 
children. 
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. The feeling of unwanted after already having one 


or more female children spurred them to commit 
this inhuman act. 


. The perception of low economic value for female 


children, the psychology of burden and the 
transitory member with greater drain of the hard 
earned money (liability) in the family led to female 
infanticide. 


Deliberate neglect on the basis of sex, triggered 
this problem. 


_ Lack of community resistance and hidden nature of 


exterminating new born female led to the 
perpetuation. 


Lack of positive image or role model for girls in 
the rural area and gender based discrimination 
ingrained in the system is a triggering factor. 


Lack of cultural acceptance for giving female 
children for adoption reinforced this practice. 


The increased suffering of women after marriage 
forced to take hard decision to commit female 
infanticide. 


The strong desire for male child and the failure of 
family planning programme to motivate them for 
family planning. 


Erosion of moral, social and equilateral values in 
the society and the lure of consumer and 
materialistic culture served as a causal factor. 


Education is not made compulsory despite our 
constitutional commitment to universalisation of 
education up to 14 years of old. 


Ineffective legislations, rules and programmes on 
dowry and property rights, equal and minimum 
wages, maternity rights, abortion and family 
planning. 


In effective implementation and enforcement of 
various programmes earmarked for women and girl 
children and social legislations. 


METHODS OF IDENTIFYING THE POTENTIAL 
FAMILIES 


Before going into the intervention plan, on the basis 


of our experience, detecting potential families committing 
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female infanticide is the most difficult . As it is a 
hidden practice, the best way to identify potential 
families would be on the basis of the following 
indicators identified. 


1. Identify eligible couples with more than one female 
children families with potential for female 
infanticide. (It was found the third and fourth 
female child, the probability is more. Fourth child 
the probability is much more as a folklore which 
says "if forth child is a female it would bring 
forth doom to the family)" 


2. Identify the predominant castes which is 
perpetrating this practice (eg. Vanniars (Gounders) 
in Pappireddipatty, Kallars in Usilampatty, Vanniars, 
Naikers and Chettiars in Salem) 


3. Low Income Level is one of the indicators to detect 
Female Infanticide. (Rich and educated middle class 
used to go for scanning from Pappireddipatti block 
to Salem and feoticide was the phenomena observed 
rarely among them.) 


4. Family composition is an indicator (presence of 
mother in-law is a variable closely associated with 
this problem) 


5. Occurrence of (eposien pregnancies is one of the 
above indicators. 


6. Previous history of female infanticide in the family. 


INTERVENTION PLANS 


Detecting the potential families and villages on the 
basis of the above indicators in a block through 
participatory rural appraisal and research method. (Survey 
method has lot of limitations. AID collected the 
information on the basis of collection of grass roots 
health information and implementation of health projects- 
applying participatory research methods). Preparing an 
inventory of families after assessing and analysing the 
family profile. 


Once the potential families were detected, the 
intervention for prevention of female infanticide and 
promotion of female children may be at four levels. 
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1. INDIVIDUAL INTERVENTION 
1.1PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS 


a. Counselling to potential families (both male and 
female members) to prevent female infanticide. 


b. 


Family support services through collateral sources 


(close relatives, neighbours and friends) to change 
the attitude. 


Creating alternative positive role models through 


case illustration (Creating cases from the legends, 
epics, popular stories and living instances from 
their own village) 


1.2ECONOMIC INTERVENTION 


a. 


1.3. 


ao of 


Skill training and promotion of self-employment 
to increase the economic status and to create 


independent sources of regular income 


Promotion of group savings 


HEALTH INTERVENTION 


Promoting family planning services through 
informed choice 


Registering pregnant women 
Fostering the values of pro-life 


Encouraging delivery in the hospital (very less 
chance for female infanticide) 


Delivery in the mothers home (invariably female 
infanticide is occurring in the husbands house - 


of course it increase the burden in the natal 


family) 


Encourage breast feeding Gf the mother develops 
an attachment with the new born, the probability 
for female infanticide is less.) 


Rendering neo-natal services to the new born 
babies | 


EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTION (PROMO- 
TIONAL SERVICES) | 


Enrolment of female children 

Reduction in drop outs among female children 
Promotion of vocational training to women 
Family life education 
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2. GROUP INTERVENTIONS 


‘a. 


b. 


Cc. 


Formation of group/strengthening the existing 
groups (village panchayat women and youth 


groups) 


Practice of group actions by involving potential 
families (male and females) in group activities 
such as discussions and debates on female 
infanticide, camps, training on detection, 
rendering group support services , promotion of 
female child and group decision making and 
group actions against female infanticide. 


Group monitoring of the new born baby in the 
first week (mostly it is done in the first two 
days) 


3. COMMUNITY/SOCIAL INTERVENTION | 


a. 


Promotion of community education through local 
and electronic media to desensitise the 
communities with the intention to commit female 
infanticide. (Application of media message on 
female infanticide must be on the basis of 
existence of the problem. Otherwise, the 
community which has no knowledge on the 
problem may come to know of it. It may have a 
negative effect. Careful application of media 
message is needed) 


. Promote community action against female 


infanticide and other practices which degrade the 
status of women in the form of village level 
campaign through rallies, village and public 
meetings, promoting community decision making 
against female infanticide (community sanction) 


Community monitoring of the new born female at 
the neonatal period particularly in the first week 
of the birth. 


4. ADMINISTRATIVE INTERVENTIONS 


a. 


b. 


Introduce compulsory registration of pregnancies, 
births and deaths. 


Gear up the PHC staff (maternity assistants) to 
promote hospital delivery. 


There should be a simplified system of law 
enforcement to get immediate justice to the poor 
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people on laws relating to dowry, family 
property, equality of wages, minimum wages and 
other social legislations 


The existing scheme on girl child cash incentive 
scheme must be popularised. Simplified procedure 
must be evolved. NGOs can be involved for the 
purpose of identifying the beneficiaries. 


Female infanticide is one among the 15 Points 
of the Tamilnadu Government’s Programme for 
children. Unless and until female infanticide 
pockets are identified with micro level plans for 
prevention is made through NGOs or through 
joint effort of government and NGOs the policy 
has it’s own limitations. 


Grants must be made available to NGOs to 
work against female infanticide. 


A legislation for regulation of the misuse of 
scientific medical technologies such as 
amniocentesis and ultrasonogram must be enacted 
at all India level. 


Government must refrain from antiwomen and 
antigirl advertisements reinforcing dowry practice 
(eg insurance companies and banks) 


The penal approach to female infanticide must 
be discouraged instead community based 
intervention must be encouraged. 


The State replacing the role of parents and 
communities must be discouraged (cradle baby 
scheme). 


The existing child care services such as balwadis, 
anganwadis, community nutrition centres and 
creches timings should suit the local requirements 
to enable the women to carry on their economic 
and domestic activities without any interruptions. 


Instead of piecemeal and compartmentalised 
approach, an integrated, flexible and convergent 
approach aimed at the overall development of 
girls and women must be ensured, 


PART - V 


THE OTHER DIMENSIONS OF 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE 
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CHAPTER XV 


WHAT IS THE WAY OUT FOR 
FOETICIDE AND FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE ? 


The wonders of science and technology are 
unmatching and day by day the, inventions keep 
mounting up. The ingenuinity of man 1s great. Earlier 
several diseases which were dreaded as killer diseases 
have found cure through modern science and medicine. 
Even woman and pregnancy were looked at with awe. 
It was unknown dimension of medical technology and till 
the child was born, the womb was not tampered with 
any medical technologies. 


But now the scenario is different. Innumerable 
medical technologies have emerged and the latest being 
the sex pre-selection wherein instead of going for the 
clumsy procedures of conceiving, scanning and if found 
a female going in for abortion. 


Bio medical science play a very vital role in both 
positive and negative aspects of eugenics. With this 
latest technology the quality of the offspring can be 
detected. The negative aspect being the possibility of 
termination of pregnancies if the babies are found 
unhealthy. 


Amniocentesis, Ultrasonogram and Chorion villa have 
been safe medical technologies in use mainly to rule out 
any genetical anomalies. But yet in India, it is grossly 
misused and abused. Both the medical fraterny and 
public should owe the responsibility for its gross misuse. 


It has become a common feature to undergo scan 
once 12 weeks of gestation of pregnancy is completed. 
This is being carried out as a routine test in number of 
urban medical centres for the reasons mentioned above. 
But once the sex of the foetus is determined as female, 
preparations are made for abortion. 


The act of MTP is legal in India and moreso if the 
family planning measure fails in a couple, so as to not 
to afrect the mental status of thee woman, abortion 1s 
allowed. Frankly speaking, how many medical centres do 
strictly follow the 12 - 20 weeks norm as safe period 
for abortion ? In these circumstances, getting aborted is 
much easier. It is more pathetic to note that abortion is 


used as a family planning measure. 


Girl Child Born to Die in Killing Fields? 99 


The slow extermination of the girl child and 
amniocentesis linked abortion of female foetus is 
threatening the very future of the women in the society. 
Some would like to dismiss these trends as being limited 
to poor, illiterate and backward communities steeped in 
outdated superstitions and customs. Unfortunately, the 
data shows that female foeticide (after sex-determination) 
is prevalent in all communities and classes both urban 
and rural. 


The practioners of amniocentesis based female 
foeticide believe that they are rendering a service to the 
society by exterminating the foetus and disabling the 
unwanted girls from entering the world. They find solace 
in these words, “Is it really better to be born and left 
to die than to be killed as foetus ?” 


Where does the way out lie for this situation ? 
Will a legislation banning all medical technologies bring 
forth succour ? The answer is sure NO. The medical 
technologies have been created with specific purpose but 
the abuse of the same by man should not lead to 
annihilation of technologies. 


Female infanticide is focussed and condemned by 
every right thinking conscious citizen. But what about 
the virtual slaughter of the girl child in the mother’s 
womb after detecting through Scan and allied tests ? Is 
this also not a crime equivalent to female infanticide? 


Certain sections of the society wants to penalise the 
parents who commit female infaticide. But how many 
parents who are silently committing foeticide in the 
closed corridors of comfort of hi-tech hospitals being 
taken into account? 


Through media and publicity the rural poor are 
picturised as heartless souls who are alone responsible 
for extermination of girl children. Whereas the urban 
elites finish off the business of exterminating the female 
foetus even before the community recognises the woman 
is pregnant. 


The nature’s most fundamental law is being 
reversed by virtual genocide of women either by 
traditional or technological weapons. 


Poverty being quoted as the reason for this act has 
become outdated. But even in poverty conditions, why 
girls alone exterminated ? Does it mean that 2/3rds of 
the population in developing countries are poverty ridden 
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Should be massacred ? Does the solution to poverty lies 
in finding out better alternatives for survival or should 
survival of the girl children alone be at stake? 


What if the practices are carried out in the well to 
do wealthy families ? Due to their own community 
strictures and the line they have drawn to keep 
themselves in the closed shelves of caste and community 
they are unable to swim out. Thus they quote dowry 
and social customs as the reasons for their act of 
murder. But the same person who quote about dowry is 
again standing number one in another que to mortgage 
his son for an equivalent sum What a hypocritical 
society ? 


The whole problem of female infanticide, female 
foeticide, the often quoted social customs only in relation 
to girls are never looked at in totality or the need to 
change the basic societal attitude towards the girl. There 
is sectionist views on each but no co-relation made 
between the vicious circle of the problems. | 


The Survival - protection - education theory 
forgets to look at the fundamental right of the girl baby 
itself is at stake. The phenomenon of female infanticide 
is related to poverty/social customs. But lot of hue and 
cry is made about the girls being killed but there is 
absolute silence when it comes to social customs. 
Nobody is prepared to defy the social customs and are 
only prepared to blindly follow the sane lest they would 
face the community wrath. 3 


If the problem of extermination of girl children have 
to be tackled it should be from both ends, restricting the 
use of medical technologies, strict code of conduct by 
the medical fraternity and tightening the loop holes 
existing in the legislation of the MTP act on one end. 
The other end the social abuse of wealth in terms of 
marriage and allied ceremonies must be restricted at all 
costs. Counselling of the families with more number of 
female children and generating awareness of the dangers 
involved in imbalance in sex-ratio and the life to be 
respected must be ensured at all levels. 


It is the mental make up of the man and society 
towards girl children and women which needs thorough 
overhauling. Unless this basic change comes through 
any number of legislations would be of no use. 
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CHAPTER XVI 


ARE CRUDE ABORTION PRACTICES 
A MANIFESTATION OF FEMALE 
FOETICIDE ? 


While a detailed survey was being carried out in 
certain endemic zones of female infanticide in Salem and 
Dharmapuri districts, it was found in few particular 
villages there were no cases of female infanticide 
reported. But most of the family constitution had only 
one girl child. It was surprising to note, how the 
villagers managed to have only one girl child. 


Even though they had boy child, the villagers feit 
that an ideal family would constitute atleast 3 -4 boys 
and only one girl child. On delving deep into the 
problem, it was found out that the people believed in 
crude way of assessing the sex of the foetus being girl 
or boy. Among the methods the following two methods 
were more popularly known: 


* If the woman was sleeping on the left side 
continuously and her face is glowing due to 
pregnancy means that she is carrying a female 
foetus. This would mean that she would abort 
the foetus. 


* Women who are keen to bear a male child consult 
the astrologer soon after the delivery of the baby. 
From the way in which umbilicus of the new born 
child heals, the astrologer predicts whether the next 
child will be a boy or girl. Subsequently the 
mother might opt for an abortion when she gets 
pregnant. 


Thus the rural women who donot have access to 
the modern technologies of Ultrasonogram, have devised 
their own crude techniques of determination of sex of 
the child. Once the superstition beliefs are confirmed, 
within 3 months of pregnancy they opt for abortion. 
These abortions are also confined to crude means which 
sometimes push the life of the mothers also in peril. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


THE MEDIA AND FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


Media plays a double edged weapon. Primarily it 
brings into focus the negative side of the picture and 
later when attempts are being made to control the 
Situation the same focus is not made. And over dosage 
of anything is not palatable. Similarly, extensive media 
coverage of the problem , there is always scope for 
impounding the ideas in to the minds of the people who 
have so far not committed female infanticide themselves. 


Infact the existence of female infanticide came into 
focus only when a popular tamil magazine focussed in 
its article of its existence in Usilampatti in Madurai 
district of Tamil Nadu. National attention was sought 
when "India Today" made a cover feature of the article. 


But one has to appreciate that unless and until such 
social problems are focussed in media, the existence of 
the problem is not acknowledged including the 
government is not prepared to take any steps to address 
the problem. The classic example in the context of 
Female infanticide being only after extensive coverage in 
the newspaper about the problem in Salem district in 
TamilNadu did The State government embark on the 
“Cradle Baby Scheme". But it limited itself only to 
Salem district leaving alone all the other endemic zones 
of female infanticide. 


Female infanticide has been receiving wide attention 
not only in the print media but also the private 
television channels. Even the Newstract Lee TV. and 
BBC had beamed coverage on female infanticide. 


Even popular novelist Mrs. Rajam Krishnan had 
visited the region herself and made a novel in Tamil 
"Mannagathu Poonthalirgal" (The buds of the 
universe) 


Her observation being that once a fertile region was 
turned dry due to construction of Vaigai dam. This led 
to the women loosing employment in the agricultural 
sector. Hence their ability to enhance the economy of 
the family was declining. Thus the practice of female 
infanticide started in this region. Further the negative and 
low status of women portrayed in films have also been 
the reasons attributed to female infanticide. 
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A REVIEW OF THE TAMIL FILM 
“K ARUTHAMMA” | 


Bharathiraja the popular film director in South India 
who has been directing films with rural thematic setup 
has embarked upon a pioneering effort to atleast address 
a social issue such as female infanticide in his film 
"Karuthamma". 


Though the public prefer to always see fantasy 
world in the tinsel world of films. It is a bold attempt, 
to address the realistic situation of the girl children being 
killed. 


Though the film beams the typical rural folks 
attitude to the girls being born and they being 
exterminated. It has not dealt adequately beyond the 
cauSative factors for the committing the gruesome act. 


But the film has dealt with the psychology of the 
people and portrayed their feelings in realistic manner. 
The story of the film goes thus: 


When a woman who has delivered for the third time 
a baby girl, the mother-in-law is away in the field. 
Evening while the mother-in-law is returning back, on 
the way several women inform to her in very sarcastic 
tone on the arrival of yet another baby girl. 


The enraged mother-in-law pounces upon the 
daughter-in-law as to why she has not yet killed the 
baby girl even though it was born in the morning ? 
This one sentence itself reflects with what contempt and 
prejudice the baby girl is being looked upon . It 
reflects that the baby girl is not entitled to even few 
hours of life. As soon as it is born, it is meant for 
heading to grave yard. 


Further when the daughter-in-law’s. sister, 
Karuthamma finds out that there are strangulation marks 
on the neck of the sister and also a deep gush in the 
stomach, she understands that her sister has not 
committed suicide as proclaimed but has been killed. 
But there is typical silence from all the villagers who 
have gathered and no one is willing to come forward to 
help Karuthamma. In similar fashion when girl children 
are being killed the entire village stands only as mute 
spectator, what if tomorrow the same situation may occur 
in their house? 


In reality when the mother-in-law and the husband 
pounce upon to take the infant girl and kill her, the 
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enraged mother tries to protect her. During the tussle 
between husband and wife, the wife is killed. The 
mother-in-law administers poison to the girl baby. The 
daughter-in-law is hung to the ceiling of the house. 


When Karuthamma approaches the police, they 
donot want to register the case as already the village 
head has adequately bribed them. So they just tell the 
illiterate woman that unless and until she gives a written 
complaint they cannot proceed any further. But she 
ultimately is able to book complaint with the help of 
village doctor. This again typically portrays, how the 
illiterate women are taken for ride . Ultimately the 


husband and mother-in-law are arrested but again left on 
bail. . 


A new plot is hatched so as to do away with the 
witness of the persons who had seen the killing take 
place namely the father-in-law. The second person being 
Karuthamma , is lured into second marriage with the 
same person who had killed her sister and murdered the 
girl child. In this situation again, Karuthamma’s father 
remains a mute spectator, since he is already in debt 
and this marriage would ensure that his debt is wiped 
out. Thus like sacrificial goat, Karuthamma is forced to 
agree to this marriage. 


The village head who is supposed to set an example 
to the villagers, is typically a man who is fascinated by 
the young unmarried girls. He promises that if 
Karuthamma is allowed to spend one night with him, 
then the husband could get himself free from the 
impending murder case. Sensing their ideas. 
Karuthamma sets down the kerosene lamp and lights a 
fire which wipes out both the village head as well as 
her husband to be. But now she is promptly arrested 
by police, since she has no backup support !! 


The positive feature of\ the film being, 
Karuthamma’s younger sister, while a baby who was 
being administered the poisonous milk by dai, is saved 
by the local teacher. This teacher nurtures the girl child 
in city and she becomes a doctor and comes back to the 
same village. On knowing from her adopted father that 
her actual father is now in death bed, she decides to 
live in village and care for the villagers. The father 
repents that he attempted to kill the child, when she 
was young and now the same child has come to his 
rescue. With this note the movie ends. 
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But if the film could have portrayed, the parents 
repenting for the committing of female infanticide and 
the future generations embarking upon to contain the 
same. The commercialisation of marriage and its allied 
syndromes could be portrayed. Further the role model 
of the adopted girl children could be done in the rural 
atmosphere itself, lest always the villagers will find an 
excuse, since the girl has been nurtured in city, she has 
become doctor. There are several living examples of 
rural girls gaining academic and professional expertise. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


ARE WE GIRL BABIES NOT 

ENTITLED TO RIGHT TO LIFE? 

ARE YOU HEARING - HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION ? 


Human rights ? When entire world is governed by 
the human beings, with even attempts to tamper with the 
fundamental laws of nature by humans - what is the 
concept behind ,is the foremost thought struck at the 
word "human rights" ? If man behaves humanly, it 1s 
natural but when man becomes a beast where can the 
line be drawn ? Right from small insects, birds to 
ferocious animals are always protective towards their 
offsprings till they can independently survive and gain 
ability to gather the food. But unfortunately eventhough 
man has been bestowed with the "sixth sense" and 
ability to think, his behaviour can be judged worst than 
the beast in exterminating the girl children. 


In these circumstances, to govern the evil deeds of 
human beings a necessity has emerged for setting up the 
“Human rights" purview all over the world. This is the 
sorry state of affairs. 


When an elected government, which is supposed to 
protect the interests of its own people, due to which it 
has come to power is violating then what happens? ‘The 
media has been focussing on the TADA victims, the 
political prisoners, the armed extremists so on so forth. 
All the state’s excesses on these sectors of people would 
come under the purview of human rights. 


But how about the tender baby girls? Who can 
speak for them ? They have come into this world not 
in their interest but by the deeds of their parents . But 
then just because of being born as girls they are being 
exterminated. 


Article 21 of the constitution provides that “life 
and liberty of any person will not be taken away 
without due process of law". The right to live has 
been expanded as right to live with dignity. 


In the purview of Article 21 where does the act of 
FEMALE INFANTICIDE stand ” Exterminating the 
new born female child’s life deliberately by starving or 
using gruesome methods like administering poison etc, 
Is it not one of the blatant violations of human rights or 
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moreso children’s right. What is the utility in the 
Indian government merely ratifying the children’s rights 
charter in the U.N. and back at home the’ problem 
such as female infanticide is never looked upon in 
integrated manner? 


What role can the National Commission of Human 
Rights play for safeguarding the newly born girl children? 
Here it is not the excesses of the state but the 
murderous acts of the individuals. If social customs are 
quoted the reasons for exterminating the female babies. 
Is the society itself not responsible and culprit for the 
obnoxious practices? The State which couldn’t implement 
any of its laws preventing from child marriage, sati, 
female infanticide, dowry moreso stands as the primary 
culprit responsible who is not able to contain the 
obnoxious practices even today. 


The human rights activists campaign for the life and 
dignity of the mature adults . Lot of hue and cry is 
raised both nationally and internationally on the human 
rights violations and State machinery’s excesses. But 
who can act and talk on behalf of the tender infant 
babies ? In not allowing the tender girl babies, to even 
open their eyes, in exterminating them like absolute 
throw away paper bags, in not giving due respect and 
dignity to be born as girl babies - Are all these acts not 
the gross violation of the human rights? 


Is the act of female infanticide not equivalent to 
murder ? The murderers of the girl babies, the society 
Which allows such sins to carry on, the state which tries 
to cover up the incidence, the inadequate legislations and 
inability to implement its legislations where is the scope 
for the survival of the girl babies? Can tender girl 
babies be rescued under the purview of human rights? A 
clarion call to all the concerned citizens to see to it that 
the girl children survive. 
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FUTURISTIC IMPLICATIONS OF FEMALE 
INFANTICIDE 


* STEEP DECLINE IN SEX RATIO 


* STATUS OF WOMEN TOUCHES ALL TIME 
LOW 


* PROROGATION OF POLYANDRY. AS 
CONSEQUENCES OF FEW WOMEN IN 
COMPARISON TO LARGE POPULATION OF 
MEN . 


* POLYANDRY WILL LEAD TO SINGLE WOMAN 
HAVING TO CATER TO MULTIPLE NEEDS OF 
VARIOUS MEN. 


* SHE WOULD .BECOME A VIRTUAL SLAVE. A 
WIFE IS SUBJECTED TO SEVERAL TORTURES 
BY SINGLE HUSBAND. LITTLE CAN BE 

“IMAGINED WHAT WOULD BE HER MENTAL 
AND PHYSICAL STATUS TO CATER TO MORE 
THAN ONE HUSBAND ”? 


* VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WILL BE ON 
RISE - RAPE, WIFE BEATING, BRIDE BURNING 


* WOMEN WOULD BE SNAPPED WITH BASIC 
OPPORTUNITIES OF EDUCATION AND 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE IN THEIR URGE 
FOR COMPLETE DOMESTICATION AND THE 
ALLIED WORKS. 


* HEALTH STATUS WILL DETERIORATE WITH 
THE PRESSURE TO CARRY ON THE LINEAGE 
SYNDROME. MORESO WITH THE FUTURISTIC 
PREDICTIONS OF SEX-PRE-SELECTION, SHE 
MAY BE FORCED TO SUBJECT TO SEVERAL 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGICAL TESTS. 


* WITH THESE PRESSURES) THE SYNDROME OF 
SUPERIOR BIOLOGICAL FITNESS OF WOMEN 
IN COMPARISON TO MAN MAY BE ON THE 
DECLINE 


* ON THE SOCIAL INDICATORS SECTOR, INDIA 
MAY REACH ALL TIME LOW WITH THE 
LOWEST STATUS OF WOMEN IN 
COMPARISON TO WOMEN OF ALL OTHER 
COUNTRIES 


THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF NATURE MAY 
STAND TAMPERED WITH THE EXISTENCE OF 
HUMAN BEINGS ITSELF IN PERIL 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


The first part (Part I) deals with the historical perspectives, case studies of 
the parents and relatives who were directly involved in female infanticide, 


Caste and social analysis, the methods adopted in killing the child, the reasons | 


the parents attribute for the killings and last but not the least a peep into their 
mental make up. These are reflected in first part of the book. 


The second part (Part II) of the book deals with the other side of the story. 
The most important of all, it had taken into consideration also the parents 
who have been under community pressure to do away with girl children and 
who have not opted for the same due to various reasons attributed. The most 
positive aspect being the parents have taken it as a challenge to nurture the 
girl child amidst the pressures of the society and community. Through this 
we hope that the parents to be would emulate and follow the footsteps of 
these parents who have preferred not to commit the evil crime. 


The third part (Part III) deals with the analysis of the surveyed respondents 
answers. For purpose of survey and sampling Omalur block is Salem district 
and Papireddipatti block in Dharmapun district were chosen as former represents 
the lowest ever sex ratio in T.Nadu and further is taken up as model district 
for implementation of the programmes towards eradication of female infanticide. 
It also deals with the effective intervention plan necessary for elimination of 
female infanticide. 


Part IV-A focus has also been made on the existing gaps In the policies and 
difficulties faced in ensuring the implementation of the legislations. To study 
in what way the administrative interventions have been paving way for doing 
away with the problem. 


Part V analyses the other dimensions of female infanticide namely the media 
and its focus on female infanticide, a review of the tamil film Karuthamma 
(depicting female infanticide), Female babies and human rights. The linkages 
between foeticide and infanticide and last but not the least as to what would 
be the futuristic implications of female infanticide’? 
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